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MY  DEAB  CANON  OAKELEY, 

I  am  not  where  I  would  be  to-day — at  your  fes- 
tival— because  I  am  working  at  a  task  which  you  imposed  on 
me ;  I  am  getting  ready  for  the  printer  the  Sermon  I  preached 
at  the  reopening  of  your  Lady  Chapel.  I  publish  it,  first,  be- 
cause you  wish  it,  and  gratitude  makes  me  respect  any  wish 
coming  from  you ;  secondly,  because  the  hearty  devotion  of  your 
Evening  Service,  and  the  glorious  band  of  men  around  your 
sanctuary,  have  left  a  very  pleasing  impression  on  my  mind,  and 
make  me  glad  to  be  associated  with  St.  John's ;  thirdly  (and 
last,  not  least),  because  I  look  on  it  as  a  valuable  grace  to  be 
allowed  to  say  a  word  in  defence  of  our  Blessed  Lady's  cause. 

You  will  find  that  I  have  given  you  more  than  you  asked 
for.  Being  obliged  to  write  by  snatches,  at  chance  moments,  I 
have  been  more  diffuse  than  I  should  have  been  if  I  could  have 
finished  at  one  sitting. 

Very  sincerely 

Your  servant  in  Christ, 

P.  GALLWEY. 


THE  LADY  CHAPEL,  &c. 


*'  Then  shall  the  Son  of  Man  come  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with 
much  power  and  majesty." 

Matt.  xxiv.  30  (Gospel,  21th  Sund.  after  Pent.'). 

To  judge  the  living  and  the  dead,  dear  brethren,  our 
Blessed  Lord  will  then  be  coming.  We  all  know  well  that 
we  are  to  expect  this  judgment;  we  were  warned  at  the 
font  of  Baptism  to  carry  the  white  robe  of  grace  then  given 
to  us  unstained  to  the  Judgment-seat.  May  God  in  His 
mercy  grant  us  all  grace  to  remember  this  judgment  that  is 
to  come — to  prepare  for  it,  and  to  wash  away  by  sorrow  all 
stains  that  may  in  past  time  have  disfigured  the  white  robe! 
Meanwhile,  angels  are  watching  each  day  and  each  hour'  of 
our  lives ;  no  act,  no  word,  no  thought  of  ours  escapes  their 
notice.  When  we  leave  this  world  at  death,  to  appear  before 
our  Blessed  Saviour,  we  shall  be  amazed  to  see  with  what 
scrupulous  fidelity  all  our  works  have  been  stored  up,  that 
they  may  then  receive  their  just  recompense.  Among  the 
rest,  the  work  you  are  busy  about  to-day,  brethren,  is  chro- 
nicled and  most  carefully  registered,  and  will  be  proved, 
and  weighed,  and  subjected  to  a  searching  scrutiny.  Let 
us,  then,  reflect  upon  it  a  little  before  this  day  closes.  You 
are  keeping  a  festival  on  the  occasion  of  the  reopening  of 
the  Lady  Chapel ;  you  are  making  a  special  public  mani- 
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f estation  of  your  devotion  to  Mary.  Let  us  dwell  a  little 
on  this  act  of  yours.  And  first  let  me  mention  a  circum- 
•stance  connected  with  it  that  will  help  to  set  forth  its  cha- 
racter in  a  clearer  light.  I  have  spoken  of  the  white  robe 
of  Baptism.  Well,  brethren,  at  the  time  when,  by  the  in- 
finite charity  of  my  Creator,  I  was  admitted  to  the  grace 
of  Baptism,  there  were  in  the  leading  University  of  this 
country  two  young  students,  then  in  the  early  days  of  their 
manhood,  and  apparently  destined  to  run  the  race  of  life 
side  by  side,  as  they  both  intended  to  become  clergymen  in 
the  Established  Church  of  England.  Later,  their  destinies 
seemed  to  be  more  closely  linked  together,  as  they  both 
became  hearty  supporters  of  the  Tractarian  movement 
which  gave  birth  to  a  new  and  peculiar  school  in  the 
Church  of  England.  In  their  case,  however,  as  in  so  many 
others,  for  reasons  only  known  to  the  mercy  and  the  justice 
of  our  Blessed  Lord,  those  words  of  His  came  true,  "  Two 
men  shall  be  in  the  field ;  one  shall  be  taken,  the  other 
shall  be  left."*  One  of  these  two  students  is  now  a  devoted 
priest  in  the  Holy  Roman  Catholic  Church;  and  it  is  he, 
your  Pastor,  who  has  invited  me  to  come  here  this  evening 
to  take  a  part  in  this  act  of  honour  and  love  to  the  Blessed 
Mother  of  God.  Now,  brethren,  about  the  time  when  I 
received  his  invitation  I  was  engaged  in  reading  a  volume 
recently  sent  abroad  amongst  men  by  the  other  of  these  two 
students,  once  companions.  He  is  not  a  Roman  Catholic 
clergyman.  He  was  not  taken — he  has  been  left.  He 
has  seen  many  friends  go  from  his  side  to  enter  the  one 
*  Luke  xvii.  35. 
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fold;  but  he  remains  what  he  was  then — a  Protestant,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  of  England,  a  leader 
of  a  party  in  that  Church ;  and  in  these  last  days  he  has 
prepared  and  published  a  volume,  of  which  the  leading 
feature  is  a  strong  and  earnest  denunciation  of  the  devotion 
which  Catholics  pay  to  the  Mother  of  God.  What  will 
be  the  effect  of  this  protest  we  know  not  yet;  but  this 
much  is  evident,  that  it  has  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  industry ;  that  all  the  points  that  seemed  to  make 
against  devotion  to  our  Lady  have  been  gathered  together 
with  the  skill  of  a  keen  advocate ;  that  ever}7  fact  and 
statement  has  been  presented  in  a  plausible  form;  that 
there  has  been  so  clever  a  subtlety  in  discovering  apparent 
weak  points  in  this  our  devotion,  that  this  volume  enjoys  a 
melancholy  distinction  among  the  works  written  to  deter 
men  from  putting  any  hope  in  the  intercession  of  our  Lady. 
Now,  brethren,  it  is  clear  that  both  these  clergymen  will  have 
to  answer  for  their  respective  works.  Your  Pastor  must 
give  an  account  of  the  pains  he  is  taking  to  foster  in  your 
souls  that  hope  in  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  that  love  of  her 
which  your  Lady  Chapel  represents ;  and  his  former  compa- 
nion will  also  have  to  render  an  account  of  this  strong  effort 
which  he  is  making  in  his  old  age  to  discredit  the  devotion 
of  Catholics  to  our  Lady,  and  to  deter  men  from  adopting 
it.  We  too,  brethren,  shall  also  have  to  answer  for  the  part 
we  take  in  this  contest.  And  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  state 
what  I  apprehend  to  be  your  mind,  and  what  I  know  to  be 
my  own,  in  this  matter,  I  say  that  we  declare  without  any 
hesitation, — we  declare  advisedly,  after  the  deliberation  of 
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our  whole  lives, — we  declare,  with  much  peace  and  glad- 
ness ;  and  hope  that  our  words  will  help  us  at  the  tribunal 
of  Christ  Jesus, — we  declare  that  most  happy  and  delighted 
we  should  be  if  it  could  be  proved  against  us  that  we  had 
been  devout  to  our  Lady,  and  had  moved  others  to  be 
devout  to  her ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  be  filled, 
as  you  would  also,  with  fear  and  remorse,  and  great  sad- 
ness— we  should  not  find  any  rest,  we  could  not  close  our 
eyes  in  peace — had  we  on  our  souls  the  consciousness  that 
we  had  written  a  single  line  to  deter  any  of  Christ's  little 
ones  from  praying  to  the  most  Blessed  Mother  of  God. 
This  is  our  creed  and  our  profession  on  this  point.  But, 
brethren,  it  is  only  a  profession — only  a  statement  of  our 
sentiments ;  and  as  it  is  the  will  of  our  Lord  that  your  faith 
should  rest  on  something  more  substantial  than  mere  asser- 
tion,— as  we  are  expected  to  render  to  God  a  worship  that 
is  reasonable  and  founded  on  convictions, — as  we  are  sup- 
posed to  be  able  to  give  an  account  of  the  hope  that  is 
within  us,  let  us  this  evening  call  to  mind  what  kind  of 
answer  a  child  of  the  Catholic  Church  will  be  able  to  give 
at  the  Judgment-seat  of  Christ,  if  there  accused  of  having 
unduly  exalted  Holy  Mary.  Catholic  men  and  Catholic 
women  have  before  now  been  summoned  from  the  foot  of 
our  Lady's  altar  to  their  judgment.  Were  it,  then,  announced 
to  any  of  us  that  this  night  his  soul  should  be  demanded 
of  him,  what  sort  of  answer  has  that  man  ready,  in  case  he 
be  charged  with  an  unwarrantable  devotion  to  Mary? 
Before  we  go  into  this  question,  let  us  endeavour  to  se- 
cure God's  blessing  on  our  endeavours ;  and  how  can  we 
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better  secure  that  blessing  than  by  turning  to  our  Lady, 
and  saying  to  her  in  the  familiar  words  of  the  Church, 

"  Vouchsafe  that  we  may  praise  thee,  Holy  Virgin  ; 
Grant  us  strength  against  thy  enemies"  ? 

Well,  then,  brethren,  if  so  be  that  an  accuser  is  to  appear 
against  you  on  this  point,  and  to  charge  you  with  indulging 
in  a  blamable  devotion  to  our  Lady,  what  will  you  answer  ? 

1.  In  the  first  place,  brethren,  I  think  that  a  Catholic  A  Catholic's 

plea  for  devo- 

caii  safely  give  this  answer :  "  What  I  believed  concerning; tion  to  the  Mo- 

fe  ther  of  God. 

Thy  Mother,  O  Lord, — what  I  practised  in  her  honour,  |«)  I  received 
that  I  received.  I  did  not  invent  the  devotion  to  our 
Lady :  I  received  it."  In  fact,  brethren,  no  one  of  us  has 
much  desire  to  originate  doctrines  and  devotions.  I  can 
well  understand  that  an  Anglican  should  suspect  us  and 
accuse  us  of  a  fondness  for  novelties,  because  naturally  a 
man  must  read  the  souls  of  others  in  his  own.  A  generous 
man  thinks  those  around  him  generous ;  an  intriguer 
fancies  every  one  a  plotter.  Therefore,  as  in  the  present 
state  of  transition  the  very  life  and  soul  of  Anglicanism  is 
innovation ;  as  the  effort  of  every  good  Anglican,  his 
pride  and  his  boast,  is  to  add  something  every  year  to  the 
ancient  Protestantism  of  his  fathers ;  as  every  zealous  An- 
glican feels  that  his  party  cannot  stand  still  and  must 
move  on,  it  is  natural  that  they  should  easily  believe  us 
to  be  also  fond  of  new  things.  But  we  are  not  so.  At  all 
events,  our  devotion  to  our  Lady  is  not  a  new  thing.  We 
found  it  existing ;  we  received  it.  Therefore  I  think 
that  if  accused  concerning  this  matter,  a  Catholic  might 
with  great  reverence  say  to  our  Blessed  Lord,  "  O  Lord, 
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Thou  knowest^all  things ;  Thou  knowest  that  demotion  to 
Thy  Holy  Mother  came  to  me  through  the  right  channel. 
For  is  it  not  Thy  decree  that  faith  and  truth  must  come  hy 
hearing?"  So  far  then,  brethren,  we  are  safe.  This  de- 
votion to  Mary  began  well  in  us ;  and  a  good  beginning 
is  always  a  strong  recommendation.  When  we  see  the 
efforts  that  many  Anglicans  are  making  after  holiness,  we 
cannot  help  pitying  them  as  we  call  to  mind  how  the  bad 
beginning  of  the  Established  Church  still  paralyses  their 
efforts.  What  price  would  not  some  of  them,  in  these  our 
times,  have  gladly  paid  if  they  could  have  procured  a  rec- 
tification of  the  bad  beginning  of  the  Established  Church 
of  England !  But  there  it  stands  irremediable,  that  terrible 
flaw.  I  say  terrible,  because  our  Lord  has  spoken  very 
strongly  against  him  who  "enters  into  the  sheepfold  not 
by  the  door,  but  climbeth  up  another  way."*  Do  what 
he  will,  the  pious  Anglican  cannot  bring  himself  to  a  be- 
lief that  Anglicanism  did  come  into  this  country  by  the 
right  door,  which  is  Christ  our  Lord.  You  are  aware, 
brethren,  that  to  an  Anglican,  when  his  mind  is  ill  at  ease 
and  yearning  after  security,  it  is  often  said,  "  What  seek 
you  in  Eome  that  you  have  not  here?  You  have  the 
Sacraments,  you  have  the  apostolic  succession,  you  have 
the  Liturgy,  you  have  the  Holy  Ghost."  I  could  well  ima- 
gine the  restless  soul  that  God  is  drawing  on,  the  anxious 
heart  that  cannot  rest  till  it  rests  in  God's  one  ark,  an- 
swering this  appeal  something  after  this  manner:  "Whether 
we  have  all  these  things  I  know  not;  but  this  I  know,  that 
*  John  x.  1. 
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an  evil  tree  cannot  bear  good  fruit."*  There  is  an  incurable 
want  of  legitimacy  adhering  to  Anglicanism.  Its  divines 
love  much  to  claim  connection  with  the  early  Church.  But 
around  the  cradle  of  the  early  Church  you  find  the  Apos- 
tles and  our  Lady,  and  resting  over  it  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Around  the  cradle  of  Anglicanism  you  find  only  the  Tudor 
princes  and  their  servile  'ministers :  Elizabeth  and  her 
mother  are  the  Eves  of  this  new  creation.  The  devotion 
of  Cathoh'cs  to  Mary,  my  brethren,  is  at  least  free  from 
this  reproach,  of  coming  to  us  in  any  questionable  way ; 
since  what  we'  believe  and  practise,  that  we  received. 

2.  "True,"  the  accuser  may  reply, — "true,  you  received  (&)  it  is  not  the 

speciality  of 

it;  but  from  whom?  A  grown-up  man  must  use  his  reason,  one  influential 

'  Curate. 

must  reflect  on  the  lessons  taught  him  in  youth,  and 
correct  the  errors  of  his  education.  You  received  it ;  but 
from  whom?  From  one  man — from  your  parish-priest."  No, 
no,  accusing  spirit ;  make  not  this  insinuation  against  us, 
for  we  are  Eoman  Catholics,  not  Anglicans.  Among  us 
one  priest  is  not  one  isolated  witness ;  he  is  a  host  of  wit- 
nesses. A  Eoman  Catholic  priest  knows  perfectly  well 
that  he  must  teach  in  his  parish  only  what  he  has  received, 
and  only  what  is  taught  in  all  the  parishes  around.  An 
Anglican  clergyman  indeed,  owing  to  the  disorganised 
state  of  the  Church  of  England,  is  not  so  bound.  He  can 
in  his  own  church  bring  his  people  to  talk  of  the  Real 
Presence,  to  practise  confession,  and  to  relish  vestments — 
although  the  most  assiduous  church-goer  in  the  surround- 
ing parishes  may  never  imagine  for  a  moment  that  there 
*  Matt.  vii.  18. 
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exists  either  the  Real  Presence,  or  absolution,  or  a  chasuble. 
With  us  this  cannot  be.  The  parish-priest,  whatever  be 
his  shortcomings,  knows  well  that  he  must  bring  into  his 
parish  only  what  he  has  received;  that  if  he  preach  a 
gospel  other  than  that  which  his  parishioners  have  received, 
his  Bishop  will  in  a  few  days  pronounce  the  sentence,  "  Let 
him  be  anathema  :"*  and  his  people,  though  so  true  and 
loyal  to  their  priesthood,  the  moment  they  discover  that  he 
is  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing,  and  that  he  brings  not  with 
him  the  old  familiar  doctrine,  will  no  longer  receive  him 
into  their  houses,  "  nor  say  to  him,  God  speed  you  !"f  or  if, 
through  pity  for  a  consecrated  ruin,  they  harbour  him  when 
he  is  cast  out,  and  show  a  charitable  respect  to  his  indelible 
character,  yet  this  they  never  will  do — they  never  will  go 
with  their  children  to  sit  under  him,  nor  pin  their  souls  to 
his  inventions  and  adaptations.  For  while  we  say,  "I 
believe  in  the  Catholic  Church,"  we  never  mean,  I  believe 
in  one  curate,  or  in  one  well-appointed  Gothic  church. 

3.  Well,  brethren,  but  even  granting  that  our  de- 
votion to  Mary  cannot  be  a  peculiarity  of  one  church  or 
parish,  still  might  it  not  be  the  superstition  of  one  people  ? 
Can  the  accuser  perhaps  contend  that  it  is  the  growth  of 
one  island  ?  Certainly,  we  see  clearly  that  men  can  grow 
up  and  live  on  till  death  blindly  clinging  to  prejudices  and 
theories  and  practices  which  have  no  value  at  all  beyond 
the  shores  of  their  own  island.  Anglicanism,  for  instance, 
is  precisely  a  body  of  religious  opinions,  which,  like  the 
coin  of  England,  are  current  here,  but  not  elsewhere :  but 
*  Gal.  i.  9.  f  2  John  i.  10. 
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surely  no  man  will  say  that  our  devotion  to  Holy  Mary  is 
merely  a  national  extravagance,  for  it  is  too  well  known 
that  the  Rosary  is  found  in  every  land  of  Christendom  in 
which  the  Cross  of  Christ  Jesus  is  honoured ;  and  that  on 
every  sea  where  the  storm  has  power  to  wreck,  the  Ca- 
tholic seaman  in  the  moment  of  danger  calls  on  Mary. 
Therefore,  if  our  devotion  to  the  Mother  of  God  be  an 
error,  it  is  an  error  of  the  whole  Catholic  world. 

4.  "  So  much  the  worse,"  the  accuser  may  rejoin  de-  (<*)  Not  a  su- 
perstition of 

ploringly ;  he  may  say,  "  We  know  too  well  that  it  is  a  the  P°or- 
widespread  error,  a  world-wide  corruption ;  but  what  won- 
der, when  we  see  the  power  of  the  Roman  priesthood ! 
The  poor  and  the  unlettered  are  every  where  the  same, 
and  may  every  where  be  easily  seduced  into  a  plausible 
superstition."  To  this  new  insinuation  we  answer,  brethren, 
that  it  is  very  true,  thank  God,  that  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  the  poor  are  very  full  of  this  devotion  to  our  Blessed 
Lady ;  that  the  Catholic  poor,  even  if  they  cannot  read, 
can  say  their  Rosary,  and  know  well  the  chief  mysteries  of 
our  Saviour's  life  and  death.  And  in  this  particular, 
again,  our  devotion  to  Mary  contrasts  strongly  with  Angli- 
canism ;  for  the  poor  have  never  been  evangelised  by  the 
Church  of  England.  Anglicanism,  most  assuredly,  can 
never  be  called  a  folly  of  the  poor  and  the  unlearned.  At 
the  same  time,  however,  it  is  equally  certain  that  among 
us  the  rich  and  the  poor  kneel  side  by  side  around  the 
Madonna,  and  the  ablest  scholars  love  their  rosaries.  It  is 
not  the  poor  who  have  robed  the  Madonnas  of  Christen- 
dom in  jewels ;  it  is  not  the  poor  who  have  raised  the  great 
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temples  to  the  Mother  of  God ;  it  is  not  the  poor  alone  that 
travel  to  Loreto.  It  was  not  an  ignorant,  unlearned  mind 
that  bequeathed  to  us  the  heavenly  poetry  of  the  Salve 
Regina,  which  we  so  often  hear  and  never  tire  of  it.  Nor 
was  he  a  weak-minded  man  that  penned  that  little  prayer, 
u  Remember,  Holy  Mary;"  so  dear  to  after  ages.  Poor  he 
was,  indeed,  by  choice ;  for  he  left  the  house  of  his  noble 
sires  to  become  one  of  Christ's  poor.  But  no  one  will  say 
that  Bernard  was  a  weak-minded  follower  of  superstition. 
(e)  Not  a  fruit  5.  But  now,  brethren,  the  accusers  can  still  sav,  and 

of  Ultramon- 

they  do  say,  that  it  is  to  the  Ultramontane  spirit  of  these 
our  days  that  we  owe  this  devotion  to  Mary  which  we  see  so 
widespread  among  all  classes.     But  surely  it  is  more  than 
a  wonder  when  a  doctor  of  Anglicanism  utters  this  charge ; 
for  Anglicans  are  wont  to  love  old  books ;  and  there  are 
some  quaint  old  volumes  which  neither  the  Reformation 
nor  the  hand  of  time  has  been  able  to  destroy.     I  have 
said  already  that  Anglicanism  does  not  hold  to  the  land- 
marks set  by  its  fathers ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  professes  to 
be  an  improvement  on  the  Protestantism  of  former  days. 
Hence  the  Anglican  loves  and  honours  old  books ;  while 
the  first  apostles  of  the  Church  of  England  dreaded  and 
destroyed  them,  as  the  title-deeds  of  the  ejected  heir.     In 
these  our  days  the  Mends  of  Anglicanism  claim  for  it  a 
mission  to  build  and  to  plant.     Whatever  be  said  of  this 
claim,  this  much,  at  least,  is  certain — that  in  the  earlier 
days  of  its  existence  the  Church  of  England  fulfilled  with 
great  vigour,  though  not  with  much  warrant  from  above, 
the  other  part  of  the  commission  given  to  the  prophet  or 
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old,  "  to  root  up  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  waste  and  to 
destroy."*  Still  all  the  old  volumes  did  not  perish.  Here 
and  there  a  copy  of  the  black-lettered  Sarum  Hours  sur- 
vived ;  and  Anglicans  do  come  across  these  time-honoured 
pages.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  they  do  not  observe, 
printed  and  illuminated  there,  set  before  them  in  very 
glowing  colours,  the  self-same  sweet  hymns  to  our  Lady 
which  we  now  hold  so  dear  ?f  Is  it  our  Ultramontanism 
that  compiled  for  our  forefathers  and  emblazoned  these 
pious  poems  ?  Nay,  to  push  the  question  further,  if  I  may 
for  a  moment  digress,  how  comes  it  that  men  who  believe 
so  much  in  old  Catholic  books,  who  use  old  books  against 
their  Low-Church  bishops  much  as  the  Jewish  priests  used 
Moses  and  the  prophets  against  our  Lord  (John  ix.  28), 
can  run  risk  of  suspension  or  deprivation  by  introducing, 
on  the  ^authority  of  some  moth-eaten  book,  the  use  of 
incense  or  some  obsolete  rubric,  and  yet  find  it  in  their 
hearts  to  proscribe  the  ancient  hymns  and  anthems  to  our 
Lady  which  our  forefathers  loved  so  well?  Is  not  this 
tithing  mint  and  anise,  and  leaving  the  graver  things  of 
the  law  ?  If  an  Anglican  clergyman  would  from  old  Ca- 
tholic books  teach  himself  and  his  people  to  value  the 
ancient  unity  of  the  Church,  and  the  old-fashioned  obedi- 

*  Jerem.  i.  10. 

f  St.  Anselm  was  not  afraid  to  write  such  lines  as  these  : 
Ave  nostra  Advocatrix 
Atque  vita)  reparatrix. 

There  was  no  Dr.  Pusey  to  chide  him.  Dr.  Pusey  may  live  to  atone  for 
his  Eirenicon  by  publishing  a  good  English  version  of  our  old  monkish 
hymns  to  our  Lady. 
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ence  of  Christendom  to  one  Head,  and  the  devotion  of  our 
forefathers  to  the  Mother  of  God,  would  not  all  else  be 
added  to  him?  But  of  what  avail  will  incense  and  vest- 
ments, or  even  nine  points  of  the  law,  be,  so  long  as  the 
tenth  and  vital  point  of  obedience  be  wanted  ?  And  now 
to  come  back.  Besides  our  own  black-lettered  books,  the 
Anglican  has  a  special  partiality  for  the  liturgy  of  the 
Greek  Church,  and  for  every  thing  else  of  the  Greek 
Church.  He  professes  a  readiness  to  learn  from  the  vene- 
rable Greek  Church.  We  need  not  stay  to  ask  why ;  for  it 
is  obviously  because  he  can  have  a  lesson  from  the  Greek 
Church  without  paying  for  the  lesson  the  bitter  price  of 
obedience.  When  he  learns  from  Greece  he  is  doing  ama- 
teur work;  when  he  comes  in  presence  of  Rome,  he 
stands  before  his  appointed  master,  and  feels  as  the  doctors 
of  the  law  felt  when  they  stood  before  our  Blessed  Lord. 
But  whatever  his  motive  be,  this  is  certain,  that  just  at 
present  the  Anglican  venerates  the  Greek  Church.  Well, 
and  have  the  Greeks  no  hymns  to  Mary  ?  And  if  they 
indulge  profusely  in  the  use  of  such  hymns,  and  in  the 
ardent  expressions  of  devotion  to  our  Lady,  whence  have 
they  these  ideas?  Surely  not  from  us  Ultramontanes. 
The  Greek  turned  his  back  on  Rome  1000  years  ago  and 
more.  Since  then,  Caesar  has  done  for  the  Greek  what  he 
since  did  for  England, — he  has  established  between  the 
Greek  Church  and  Rome  a  chaos  that  no  man  is  permitted 
to  pass.  Whatever,  then,  the  Greek  now  has  must  have 
come  down  from  old  times, — from  what  the  Anglican  loves 
to  call  pure  times.  I  have  said  already  that  the  very  soul 
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of  Anglicanism  at  present  is  the  introduction  of  new  doc- 
trines and  practices  into  the  Church  of  England.  So  that 
if  the  Church  of  England  be  a  vineyard,  the  chief  occupa- 
tion of  the  Anglican  husbandman  at  this  moment  must  of 
necessity  be,  to  graft  on  her  vine  branches  cut  from  our 
vine.  And  it  so  happens  that  one  of  the  very  latest  ideas 
adopted  by  Anglicanism  is,  to  own  the  infallibility  of  the 
Church,  at  least  after  a  fashion ;  to  say,  that  when  all  the 
branch  churches  were  united,  the  Church  was  infallible. 
This  is  not  old  Protestantism,  but  it  is  the  Anglicanism  of 
this  moment.  Well,  if  the  Church  was  infallible  when 
the  branches  were  united,  why  is  devotion  to  our  Lady 
rejected  by  Anglicans  ?  Was  it  not  found  in  the  English 
branch  in  days  of  old,  and  in  the  Greek  branch,  as  well  as 
at  Eome  1  When  Greece  and  England  and  Eome  were 
one,  there  were  two  doctrines  in  the  Catechism  of  Chris- 
tendom— obedience  to  Christ's  Vicar,  and  devotion  to  His 
Mother.  What  plea  can  there  be  for  rejecting  precisely 
these  two  dogmas?  It  was  only  when  England  became 
a  branch  cut  off  that  our  Lady's  name  was  hushed  in  this 
island,  ft  was  only  when  Greece  and  England  both  be- 
came branches  cut  off — that  is  to  say,  when  they  ceased  to 
share  the  Church's  infallibility — that  they  both  disowned 
the  authority  of  St.  Peter's  See,  and  said,  as  another  Church 
had  said  before  them,  "We  have  no  king  but  Csesar."* 
Neither  modern  Ultramontanism,  then,  nor  St.  Alphonsus 
Liguori,  is  the  creator  of  Catholic  devotion  to  the  Blessed 
Virgin.  There  is  an  ancient  antiphon,  sometimes  ascribed 

*  John  xix.  15. 

B 
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to  the  great  St.  Augustine  :  "  Holy  Mary,  succour  the  mi- 
serable, help  the  faint-hearted,  cheer  the  mourner,  pray 
for  the  people,  plead  for  the  clergy,  intercede  for  the 
devout  female  sex ;  let  all  feel  thy  helping  hand  who  make 
remembrance  of  thee."  This  is  not  modern  Ultramon- 
tanism ;  and  if  our  accusers  will  permit  us  to  use  such  a 
prayer  as  this,  we  are  content ;  we  care  little  to  add  to  it 
any  thing  modern.  Again,  there  are  words  attributed  to 
St.  Ephrem:  "Lady  most  praiseworthy  and  excellent, 
fountain  of  mercy,  abyss  of  goodness,  living  water  and  true 
vine,  life  of  the  whole  world ;  execrable  though  I  be,  yet  do 
not  thou,  since  thou  art  God's  Mother,  gentle  and  com- 
passionate, spurn  me  from  thee  in  my  sins."  If  we  may 
believe  all  that  these  ancient  words  comprise,  we  ask  not 
for  much  more. 
Critical  re-  6.  "Nay,  hold!"  cries  the  accuser;  "in  this  precisely  is 

search  does  not 

shake  the  tes-  our  complaint,  that  these  prayers  are  spurious,  and  are  not 
the  prayers  of  either  Ephrem  or  Augustine.  This  is  our 
great  complaint,  that  the  Roman  Church  has  built  up  a 
corrupt  devotion  to  Mary  on  a  foundation  of  no  solidity, 
on  passages  of  doubtful  authenticity,  whose  authors  are  not 
known."  What  are  we  to  answer,  brethren  ?  Surely  this 
much,  at  least,  we  may  hope,  that,  even  if  it  were  true  that 
Augustine  and  Ephrem  are  not  the  authors  of  these  words, 
it  would  not,  at  the  Judgment-seat  of  our  merciful  Lord, 
go  hard  with  us  because  we  were  not  scholars  enough  to 
see  that  the  style  of  one  was  not  the  style  of  Augustine, 
or  that  the  ancient  Ms.  which  contains  the  other  must 
not  be  assigned  to  the  clays  of  Ephrem ;  for,  after  all,  what 
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damage  does  this  error  do  ?  If  Augustine  and  Ephrem 
did  not  write  these  old  prayers,  somebody  else  did;  and 
no  matter  who  wrote  them,  these  ancient  prayers,  like 
the  bones  of  nameless  martyrs,  are  still  good  witnesses  to 
ancient  faith  and  devotion.  Whatever  doubt  may  attach 
to  them,  this  much  is  certain,  that  they  are  old, — older  by 
many  centuries  than  Tractarianism, — old  prayers  come 
down  from  the  time  when  there  were  no  branch  churches 
•cut  off, — old  prayers  of  the  one  infallible  Church.  They 
say  St.  Augustine  and  St.  Ephrem  never  wrote  these 
prayers.  Be  it  so,  for  the  moment,  if  the  critic  will  have 
it  so.  But  still  this  much  is  certain,  that  if  St.  Augustine 
and  St.  Ephrem  never  WTote  these  prayers,  neither  they 
nor  any  doctors  of  the  Church  in  any  age,  early  or  late, 
denounced  these  prayers  to  our  Lady  as  the  Anglican 
doctor  denounces  them.  You  cannot  find  even  a  spurious 
passage  in  the  works  of  the  Fathers  that  speaks  of  our 
Lady  as  Anglicanism  now  speaks.  They,  the  watchmen 
that  never  let  a  novelty  escape,  nowhere  complain  that 
some  devotees  are  introducing  a  new  devotion  to  Mary 
foreign  to  the  Gospel.  No;  but  had  any  doctor  of  a 
branch  church  ventured  to  impugn  devotion  to  our  Lady, 
assuredly  they  would  not  have  remained  silent.  Their 
Catholic  hearts  would  have  been  wounded,  as  ours  are; 
and  like  one  man  they  would  have  risen  and  reechoed 
again  and  again  the  cry  of  Ephesus,  "  Honour  to  the 
Mother  of  God  !"* 

*  Dr.  Pusey  rejects  summarily  such  passages  as  I  have  cited.     They 
are  spurious,  he  says ;  and  he  gravely  assures  us,  that  St.  Bernard  and 
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And  here,  brethren,  let  me  pause  for  a  while  to  re- 
mark how  strangely  St.  Paul's  word  comes  true — "O  man, 
whosoever  thou  art  that  judgest  ....  thou  doest  the 
same  things  which  thou  judgest."*  The  sensualist  sus- 
pects the  morality  of  all  around ;  the  ambitious  complain 
of  their  neighbours'  pretensions;  the  Doctor  of  Angli- 
canism objects  to  devotions  built  on  doubtful  founda- 
tions. Can  it  be  so?  Why,  if  there  be  on  earth  a 
man  bound  by  the  necessity  of  his  position  to  shrink  from 
all  mention  of  doubtful  foundations  and  questionable  title- 
deeds,  such  a  man,  it  seems  to  me,  brethren,  is  the  Angli- 

Angiicanism     can   clergyman.      For  what  is  an  Anglican   clergyman? 

d^ds^16"  How  describe  him  so  as  to  distinguish  him  at  once  both 
from  the  old  Protestant  minister  —  whom  Anglicans 
would  now  gladly  bury  in  oblivion,  as  a  thing  obsolete — 
and  from  the  Roman  Catholic  priest  ?  I  know  that  a  very 
solemn  and  sacred  and  unerring  voice  seems  to  pronounce 
that  he  is  only  a  simple  layman;  but  this  judgment  I 

other  later  saints  were  misled  into  their  devotion  to  Mary  by  a  few 
spurious  passages  of  this  kind.  The  calm  oracular  boldness  with  which 
Dr.  Pusey  puts  forth  assertions  of  this  nature  is  a  phenomenon  that 
requires  explanation.  Meanwhile,  the  argument  I  insist  on  is  this  : 
the  eminent  Roman  Theologians  employed  to  ascertain  the  mind  of  the 
early  Church  respecting  the  Immaculate  Conception  of  our  Lady  have 
given  us,  in  two  thick  quarto  volumes,  prayers  to  our  Lady  as  ardent  as 
any  we  use,  taken  from  Oriental  liturgies  and  the  writings  of  Greek 
Fathers,  to  the  number,  I  should  think,  of  many  thousands.  Are  all 
these  spurious  ?  Spurious  or  not,  were  they  not  known  to  the  Greeks 
and  Orientals  before  the  great  schism  ?  If  so,  how  comes  it  that  there 
was  no  Dr.  Pusey  to  denounce  them  as  innovations  ?  Surely  the  Greeks 
were  not  in  those  days  asleep,  or  averse  to  controversy.  Theological 
discussion  was  meat  and  drink  and  sleep  to  them.  *  Rom.  ii.  1. 
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do  not  at  present  urge.  I  wish  rather  to  shape  a  definition 
out  of  the  notions  of  those  more  partial  to  Anglicanism  ; 
and  I  ask  what,  according  to  their  view,  is  an  Anglican 
clergyman?  Is  he  not  a  clergyman  of  the  Established 
Church,  who,  with  a  doubtful  title  to  the  priesthood,  claims 
to  the  full  all  priestly  privileges  and  aspires  to  every  func- 
tion of  the  priesthood  ?  The  ancient  minister  of  bygone 
days  was  not  wont  to  ambition  the  higher  duties  of  the 
priesthood.  He  used  not,  even  in  his  dreams,  to  imagine 
that  he  could  offer  sacrifice.  He  did  not  pretend  that 
he  had  powrer  to  absolve  a  sinner.  It  did  not  enter  his 
mind  that  he  could  really  change  bread  into  the  Body  of 
our  Lord.  He  could  pray,  and  he  could  preach ;  with  this 
he  was  content,  and  so  were  his  people.  His  title  to 
exercise  his  functions  was  the  same  as  the  title  of  his 
Anglican  successor ;  but  if  his  title  to  the  priesthood  was 
doubtful,  his  use  of  its  powers  was  very  modest.  Between 
his  aspirings  and  those  of  the  Anglican  there  is  a  marked 
difference.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Roman  Catholic 
priest  in  this  is  like  the  Anglican,  that  he  too  aspires 
to  the  very  height  of  the  Divine  powers  of  the  priesthood. 
In  the  name  of  Christ  Jesus  he  looses  and  he  binds.  In 
the  name  of  Christ  Jesus  he  stands  at  the  altar  and  conse- 
crates. But  he  widely  differs  from  the  Anglican  in  this 
one  point,  that  he  never  will  raise  his  hand  to  absolve, 
never  will  dare  to  ascend  the  steps  of  the  altar  to  celebrate 
the  mysteries,  until  his  title  to  the  priesthood  and  all  its 
prerogatives  is  quite  secure.  A  conscientious  Catholic 
priest  would  beg  his  bread  for  life,  or  starve  for  want  of 
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bread,  rather  than  once  be  guilty  of  the  sacrilege  of 
usurping  priestly  power  without  having  secure  and  certain 
title-deeds ;  and,  docile  as  the  Catholic  people  are,  yet 
were  a  Catholic  congregation  to  discover  that  the  pastor 
appointed  to  minister  to  them  and  to  their  families  was 
a  man  whose  consecration  could  not  be  proved,  whose 
ordination  papers  were  open  to  grave  suspicion,  that  congre- 
gation would  never  rest  till  this  scandal  were  removed  from 
the  midst  of  them.  And  who  would  blame  the  agitation  ? 
I  say  then,  brethren,  that  when  an  Anglican  clergy- 
man, whose  priesthood  is  a  tottering  structure  erected  on 
foundations  eminently,  preeminently  insecure ;  whose  whole 
career  is,  to  say  the  least,  made  up  of  things  doubtful, 
— a  doubtful  ordination  by  a  questionable  bishop,  doubt- 
ful jurisdiction,  doubtful  absolutions,  and  consecrations 
most  painfully  full  of  uncertainty, — with  regard  to  whom 
there  is  nothing  certain  but  his  separation  from  unity  and 
his  antagonism  to  the  Vicar  of  Christ  Jesus, — when  a 
clergyman  thus  constituted  stands  forward  to  denounce 
devotion  to  the  Blessed  Mother  of  God  because  it  is  based 
on  an  uncertain  groundwork,  to  say  the  very  least,  he  is 
not  kind  to  himself. 

7.  But  still,  brethren,  there  are  other  counts  against  us. 

The  accuser  softens  towards  us  and  sighs  for  union ;  but 

(/)  Devotion  to  contends  with  feeling  that  our  devotion  to  Mary,  in  its 

sanctioned  by   present  form,  is  a  necessary  apple  of  discord,  a  barrier  for 

ever.     "If,"  he  says,  "you  would  limit  yourselves  to  the 

moderate  teachings  of  the  Church,  peace  might  come  back, 

the  wall  of  separation  might  be  beaten  down,  the  Thirty- 
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nine  Articles  and  the  definitions  of  Trent  might  be  blended 
into  a  harmonious  whole,  "  the  calf  and  the  lion  and  the 
sheep  might  abide  together,  and  a  child  might  lead  them."* 
And  this  charge  too,  brethren,  we  must  be  prepared  to 
meet.  And  can  we  not  meet  it  ?  Should  we  fear  to  say  to 
oui'  Blessed  Saviour,  "  O  Lord,  Searcher  of  hearts,  is  it 
true  ?  Did  we  ever  outstrip  the  teachings  of  Thy  Church 
in  our  devotion  to  thy  Blessed  Mother?  Oftentimes,  as 
we  remember,  we  were  warned  by  the  Shepherd  to  honour 
her  more ;  but  never  were  we  chidden  for  honouring  her 
too  much."  No,  brethren ;  it  never  can  be  pretended  that 
our  devotion  to  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  in  the  Church,  but 
not  of  the  Church.  No  man  can  say  that  we  are  a  body 
of  active  Tractarians,  a  band  of  pious  conspirators  in  league 
to  draw  on  our  Bishops  into  the  use  of  the  Rosary.  Our 
Bishops  in  this  point  are  eminently  our  teachers.  It  is  not 
one  exceptional  colonial  bishop,  eccentric  in  his  views, 
but  the  whole  Episcopate — and  foremost,  he  who  stands  in 
St.  Peter's  place,  the  Vicar  of  Christ — who  call  on  us  to 
put  our  hope  in  the  Mother  of  God ;  and  the  rule  they  lay 
down  to  regulate  our  devotion  to  our  Lady  is,  with  propor- 
tion, something  akin  to  the  rule  they  give  us  to  guide  our 
devotion  to  the  most  Blessed  Sacrament : 

"  Quantum  potes,  tantum  aude, 
Quia  major  omni  laude, 
Nee  laudare  sufficis." 

"  Praise  her,  love  her  all  you  can  ; 
For  never  shall  the  heart  of  man 
Love  her  as  her  Son  has  loved." 

*  Isaias  xi.  6. 
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No,  brethren,  fear  not ;  it  is  not  with  us  that  Anglicanism 
has  to  adjust  its  quarrel — it  is  with  the  Church.  We  have 
received  all  that  we  believe  and  practise  to  the  honour  of 
the  Mother  of  God. 

And  here,  brethren,  take  rest  a  little  while,  as  a 
traveller  does  upon  some  rising  ground,  that  he  may  feast 
his  eye  and  cheer  himself  with  the  .lovely  landscape,  or 
the  murmur  of  a  stream,  or  the  song  of  the  birds ;  for  is 
it  not  a  lovelier  sight  than  any  landscape  that  mild  as- 
pect of  our  Lord  when  we  say  to  Him,  "Thy  Church 
taught  me"?  Is  there  not  a  most  sweet  and  cheering 
music  in  those  words,  "  It  was  Thy  Church,  O  Lord ;  I 
heard  Thy  Church"?  Need  the  accused  man  falter  when 
he  utters  that  plea  ?  I  know,  brethren,  that  our  accusers 
draw  a  line  between  Church  and  Church.  They  say  that 
if  it  were  the  Church  of  the  first  century  or  third  century 
that  were  teaching  them,  they  would  hear.  It  is  a  safe 
promise,  brethren ;  for  the  Church  of  those  days  is  gone  by. 
But  who  would  canonise  a  man  for  obedience  to  dead 
by  the  living  Bishops  ?  What  our  Saviour  came  to  teach  was  obedience 

Church  of  to- 

day-  to  the  living  man,  whoever  he  be,  that  for  the  hour  holds 

the  place  of  God.  "  This  we  knew,  O  Lord,  for  we  were 
taught,  and  therefore  we  took  good  care  to  hear  the  voice 
of  the  living  Church  of  our  own  century.  And  when  men 
told  us  this  fable,  that  Thy  Church  was  corrupted  and  was 
no  longer  a  sure  guide,  we  marvelled  much,  and  asked 
ourselves  which  of  Thy  words  concerning  Thy  Church 
justified  this  daring  calumny."  In  fact,  brethren,  what 
is  there  in  Holy  Writ  or  the  ancient  Fathers  to  warrant 
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this  degradation  of  the  present  Church  ?  These  lovers  of 
antiquity,  do  they  find  any  words  in  antiquity  that  tell 
them  not  to  hear  the  Church  of  the  century  in  which  they 
live?  Do  they  find  even  some  doubtful  passages  to  war- 
rant them  in  believing  that  in  their  own  times  there  would 
be  no  one  infallible  Church,  but  only  several  fallible  branch 
churches?  If  they  will  accept  nothing  that  is  not  an- 
cient, why  do  they  not  find  something  in  ancient  lore  to 
justify  schism,  and  obedience  to  Caesar  instead  of  obedience 
to  Peter  ?  "  They  say  that  Thy  Holy  Spirit  is  withdrawn,  by  the  cimrcl 

that  possesses 

O  Lord.     But  surely  if  our  sins  called  for  a  chastisement,  the  Body  and 

7  Blood  of  our 

it  would  have  been  more  merciful  to  withdraw  from  earth  Lord' 

Thy  Body  and  Thy  Blood,  which  feed  sanctity,   than  to 

withdraw  the  guidance  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  without  which 

there  can  be  no  certainty,  no  truth,  no  faith,  which  is  the 

beginning  of  sanctity.     As  the  everlasting  Sacrifice,  then, 

is  still  on  earth,  as  Thou  art  still  in  the  tabernacle,  who 

shall  persuade  me  that  Thou  hast  withdrawn  Thy  Holy 

Spirit?"     And,  again,  brethren,  our  accusers  do  not  say 

that  God  has  taken  away  from  man  the  power  of  forgiving  and  the  powei 

of  absolving ; 

sins ;  but  ot  what  use  to  man  is  sacramental  absolution,  if 
certainty,  if  truth,  if  faith  are  gone,  which  must  prepare 
the  soul  for  sacramental  grace?  And  if  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  has  been  taken  away,  where  is  faith  ?  We 
utterly,  then,  reject  this  fable,  that  Christ  is  not  now  with 
His  Church.  He  never  Himself  spoke  that  word.  His 
enemy  uttered  this  blasphemy.  Christ  called  His  Church 
His  bride.  Did  He  espouse  His  bride  only  for  one  cen- 
tury or  two — only  till  such  time  as  Caesar  should  divorce 
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the  Church  of  them  ?    Christ  pledged  Himself  to  remain  with  the  Church 

the  promises. 

till  the  consummation  of  the  world.     Were  all  things  con- 
summated in  the  world  at  the  end  of  the  first  four  centuries? 
Christ  said  His  Church  should  be  built  on  Peter.     Be- 
cause, then,  an  island  is  torn  away  from  Peter  by  Caesar's 
order,  is  Peter  annihilated,  and  does  the  promise  perish? 
Or  is  it  only  the  severed  island  that  suffers — the  branch 
cut  off  that  withers?     Christ  said  that  the  gates  of  hell 
should  never  prevail  against  the  Church  on  the  rock — the 
Church  of  Peter.     Did  He  say  any  thing  like  this  of  the 
Established  Church  of  England?     Are  Borne  and  Eng- 
land really  only  two  sisters  with  equal  rights — only  two 
branch   churches   equally    unsound?    or    is    the    Roman 
Catholic  Church   the  Church   on  the  rock,  the  Church 
of  Christ,  the  Church  of  all  the  promises?     And  is  the 
Church  of  England  a  house  built  by  Caesar  on  the  sands, 
against  which  winds  and  waves  can  prevail — a  house  that 
can  be  shaken — a  house  that  can  totter — a  house  that  can 
fall — a  house  that  can   lie   in   ruins — a  house  that   can 
perish  so  as  to  leave  no  discoverable  trace,   even  as  the 
gigantic  fabric   of  Arianism   has   perished?      The   Holy 
Roman  Catholic  and  Apostolic   Church  then,   brethren, 
has  taught  us  the  devotion  to  Mary  which  is  in  our  hearts. 
This  is  our  plea  and  our  apology. 

"Through  8.  And  now,  brethren,  are  you  weary  of  justifying  your- 

selves  ?  Be  not  weary  yet,  for  the  accuser  does  not  easily 
tire  of  accusing.  To  the  blessed  St.  John  it  was  revealed 
that  the  accusing  spirit  accused  the  brethren  by  day  and 
by  night.  He  is  not  silenced,  then,  yet.  When  we  say  that 
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the  Church  of  Christ  taught  us,  he  answers,  "  So  did  man 
in  Paradise,  when  he  sinned,  lay  the  blame  on  his  Creator : 
'It  was  the  woman  whom  Thou  gavest  to  me  that  caused  my 
sin.' "  "  The  Romanist,"  they  say,  "  makes  Christ  account- 
able for  the  Church,  and  the  Church  accountable  for  his 
own  corruptions.  Christ  is  held  accountable  for  the  wor- 
ship of  the  Virgin ;  whereas  -it  is  well  known  and  quite 
evident  the  Marian  system  withdraws  men,  and  must  with- 
draw them,  from  an  undivided  homage  to  Christ."  So  they 
say,  brethren.  And  at  once  we  answer  by  asking,  Is  it 
true  that  we  who  honour  Mary  love  Christ  Jesus  less  than 
you  who  honour  her  not  ?  And  again  :  since  the  Madonna 
was  cast  down  in  the  Church  of  England,  is  Christ  Jesus 
loved  more  than  the  old  Saxon  saints  loved  Him?  Or 
again :  since  the  Established  Church  of  England  ceased  to 
teach  devotion  to  Mary,  or  rather  began  to  forbid  it,  has 
Anglicanism  given  birth  to  a  race  of  saints  who  loved 
Christ  Jesus  more  than  Theresa,  and  Xavier,  and  Ignatius, 
of  modern  Spain — more  than  St.  Philip,  St.  Charles,  St. 
Aloysius,  and  St.  Magdalen  de  Pazzi,  of  modern  Italy — 
more  than  Francis  of  Sales,  and  Vincent  of  Paul,  and 
Mary  Marguerite,  of  modern  France  —  more  than  the 
uncounted  martyrs  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  in 
these  latter  days,  in  China,  in  Japan,  and  on  the  seas? 
Say,  since  Caesar  made  the  Rosary  high-treason,  and  the 
state  clergy  said  Amen  to  Caesar's  decree,  have  Anglicans 
become  more  conformable  to  the  image  of  Christ  Jesus 
than  the  rest  of  men?  Has  love  burned  in  their  hearts 
before  their  altar  ? — or  was  the  altar  pulled  down  on  the 
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same  day  as  the  Madonna,  and  has  love  died  out  since  the 
altar  and  the  tabernacle  were  taken  away,  and  the  image 
of  Mary  banished  from  England  ?  Again,  has  heavenly 
purity  and  virginity  flourished  here  more  than  before,  or 
did  the  cloister  crumble  to  ruins  from  the  day  when  the 
Mother  of  God  was  degraded  and  the  holy  tabernacle 
swept  away?  And  has  the  spirit  of  chastening  penance 
grown  in  England  since  devotion  to  Mary  was  exter- 
minated by  act  of  parliament — or  is  the  fast  in  memory 
of  the  Passion  forgotten  as  much  as  the  name  of  Mary  is 
forgotten?  And  once  more:  since  the  day  on  which  it 
was  made  a  crime  in  England  to  honour  the  Mother  of 
God,  have  men  become  more  tender,  more  compassionate 
to  the  poor,  or  did  the  burning  brand  for  the  poor  man's 
cheek  come  into  use  when  the  memory  of  the  Mother  of 
God  was  banished?  And  to  say  one  word  of  these  our 
own  days,  is  it  true  that  the  factory-child  of  England,  who 


certainly  is  never  guilty  of  the  crime  of  honouring  Mary, 


Has  England 
loved  our 
Blessed  Sa- 

Snce  it  loved  l°ves  our  Saviour  more  than  the  convent-child  of  Ireland, 
ther  less3?  '  who  morning,  noon,  and  night,  when  the  bell  reminds 
men  of  the  Word  made  man,  kneels  to  say  'Hail,  Mary'? 
Is  it  true  that  the  peasants  of  England,  in  their  mines  or 
in  their  fields,  know  more  of  Christ  Jesus  and  love  Him 
better  than  the  peasants  of  Spain  and  Italy,  who  come 
from  their  work  with  their  beads  in  their  hands,  thinking 
of  His  crown  of  thorns,  of  His  scourging  and  His  cruci- 
fixion ?  And  to  mount  a  little  higher,  is  it  true  that  the 
clergy  of  England,  the  consecrated  class  of  England,  can 
point  to  a  larger  number  of  hearts  burning  with  love  of 
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our  Blessed  Lord  than  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  sees 
in  her  cloisters  and  her  sanctuaries?      Seriously,  if  the 
Anglican  wished  to  be  a  friend  to  me,  would  he  tell  me 
that  by  leaving  Home,  with  its  devotion  to  Mary,  and  going 
over  to  Anglicanism,  where  there  is  no  devotion  to  Mary, 
I  should   grow   in  grace  and  find  myself  nearer  to  my 
Lord  and   Saviour?     O   brethren,  if  this   were  so,  why 
in   these  our  days,   when,   after   their   long   enslavement 
of  three  hundred   years,    some   at   least   of   the   men   of 
this  country  are  beginning  to  feel  their  thraldom, — why 
do  they  spontaneously  turn  their  eyes  to  Rome?     Like 
the  Jews  after  their  captivity,   they  want  to  find  again 
the  long-lost  hallowed  fire.     Why  do  they  look  to  Rome 
for  it  ?     If  devotion  to  Mary  is  so  hostile  to  the  love  of 
Jesus,  why  does  the  zealous  Anglican,  as  soon  as  ever  he 
desires  to  see  the  love  of  Jesus  revive  in  his  own  heart  and 
in  the  hearts  of  his  friends,  run  to  the  Catholic  prayer- 
book,  which  has  retained  the  hymn  to  Mary,  to  find  there 
the  language  of  love,  for  which  he  looks  in  vain  in  the 
lifeless  pages  of  that  prayer-book  where  her  name  is  not 
found — that  cold  prayer-book  of  formalities,  which  so  well 
befits  a  State  Church,  a  Church  of  workhouses  and  poor- 
rates,  a  Church  without   an   altar?     Seriously,  does   the 
conscientious  Anglican  advise  us  to  give  up  Roman  devotion 
to  Mary,  and  take  in  exchange  the  good  things  of  Angli- 
fc  canism  ?     No,  brethren,  I  think  not ;  I  think  that  many 
a  thoughtful  Anglican  would  give  to  his  best  friend  the 
answer  that  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the 
early   days  of  its  existence,  did  give  to  a  troubled  con- 
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science.   "  Since  you  ask  me,"  lie  said,  "  to  speak  the  truth, 
I  will  tell  you  that  this  new  religion  is  the  one  to  get  a 
living  in,  but  the  old  religion  is  the  one  to  die  in." 
"Search  the  9.  Brethren,  you  must  bear  with  me  yet  awhile.    I  have 

Scriptures." 

set  before  you  many  good  arguments  that  justify  the  ho- 
mage we  pay  to  our  Blessed  Lady ;  but  I  count  them  all 
as  almost  unavailing,  so  long  as  I  see  in  the  background 
undisturbed  the  strong  champion  of  that  vast  host  of  men 
who  dislike  submission  to  living  authority, — I  mean  that 
much-abused  word  of  our  Saviour,  "Search  the  Scrip- 
tures."* Protestants  of  all  centuries,  Protestants  of  every 
shade  and  degree,  Protestants  of  every  country,  call  them 
by  what  name  you  will, — Scribes  and  Pharisees  in  Judea; 
Nestorians  or  Eutychians  in  the  East;  Albigenses  in 
France;  Anglicans,  or  the  branch  church,  in  England — 
all  have  this  in  common,  that  they  dislike  a  living  master. 
The  motto  of  them  all  is,  "I  will  not  serve  ;"f  and  they 
"Not  in  the  all  use  the  dead  letter  as  helmet,  shield,  and  sword,  in  their 

letter,  but  in 

Cor  ^6) (2  war  aSa"lst  hVing  authority.  They  do  search  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  but  not  wisely,  as  our  Master  wished.  They  spend 
their  lives  in  searching,  and  disputing  about  Christ  Jesus 
and  His  doctrine,  and  never  learn  the  one  great  lesson  He 
came  on  earth  to  teach  mankind,  which  is  contained  in 
those  few  words,  "  He  was  subject":): — He  was  "  obedient 
unto  death."  § 

The  Protestants  of  Judea  asked  our  Lord  for  a  sign. 
He  worked  a  miracle.     They  protested  that  this  sign  was 

*  John  v.  39.  f  Jerenrias  ii.  20. 

J  Luke  ii.  5.  §  Philip,  ii.  8. 
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not  convincing,  and  asked  for  a  sign  from  heaven.  He 
showed  a  sign  from  heaven.  Again  they  protested,  that 
Beelzebub  helped  to  work  this  wonder.  Our  Saviour,  the 
Eternal  Truth,  proved  to  conviction  that  between  Himself 
and  Beelzebub  there  could  be  no  compact ;  that  light  and 
darkness  could  not  work  together.  Were  they  silenced? 
No ;  they  protested  still,  saying,  "  We  are  the  disciples  of 
Moses."*  So  runs  on  this  never-ending  protest.  Accord- 
ingly, brethren,  we  must  be  patient;  and  why  should  we 
not  reverently  search  the  Scriptures,  to  see  how  far  in  our 
devotion  to  Mary  they  are  for  or  against  us :  whether  Scrip- 
ture warrants  our  belief  and  practice,  as  the  Church  does, 
or  denounces  and  condemns  it,  as  the  accuser  does  ?  Yes, 
brethren,  let  us  search  the  Scriptures,  most  earnestly,  and 
never-tiring;  for  God  in  His  mercy  has  stored  up  there 
untold  treasures,  which  are  figured  in  the  gold  and  silver 
of  the  mines,  in  the  pearls  and  diamonds  hidden  in  the 
depths  of  the  ocean.  Let  us  search  the  Scriptures;  but 
before  we  begin  to  search,  let  us  have  the  grace  to  remem- 
ber that  we  are  forewarned  that  a  man  may  have  eyes  and 
see  not,  ears  and  hear  not;  that  many  a  man  looked  on 
while  the  Son  of  God  worked  wonders,  and  yet  in  his  soul 
saw  nothing,  and  was  a  listener  while  our  Lord  was  speak- 
ing words  powerful  enough  to  create  a  world,  and  yet  in 
his  soul  heard  nothing  at  all.  Let  us  search  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  but  let  us  not  forget  that  even  the  little-instructed 
stranger,  when  the  holy  page  fell  in  his  way,  and  he  was 
asked  the  question,  "Thinkest  thou  that  thou  understandest 
*  John  ix.  28, 
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"How can  I     what  tliou  readest ?"  had  the  good  sense  to  answer,  "How 

•unless  some 

one  show  me?"  can  I  unless  some  one  show  me?"*  Scholar,  Doctor, 
Scripturist ! — whoever  you  be — if  separated  by  schism  from 
the  Church  in  which  the  Holy  Spirit  dwells  and  teaches, 
thinkest  thou  that  thou  understandest  what  thou  teachest  ? 
Is  not  the  sense  of  Scripture  one  of  the  peculiar  proper- 
ties of  the  Church,  as  much  as  the  power  of  the  keys 
and  the  power  to  consecrate  ?  Can  Bible  dictionaries  or 
German  critics  reveal  to  you  the  hidden  manna  contained 
in  Scripture  and  reserved  for  those  who  conquer, — who 
conquer  by  obeying?  Search  the  Scriptures  ;  yes,  surely, 
for  every  word  that  cometh  from  the  mouth  of  God  de- 
serves man's  eternal  meditation ;  but  if  you  think  to  read 
the  inspired  pages  without  the  guide  that  God  has  given 
you,  your  eyes  will  do  for  you  what  they  do  as  you  gaze 
on  the  consecrated  Host — they  will  mislead  you.  You  will 
read  in  the  Book  of  Kings,  for  instance,  the  words,  "  I  will 
be  to  him  a  Father,  and  he  will  be  to  Me  a  son;"f  and  your 
critic's  eye  will  tell  you  for  certain  that  these  words  were 
said  of  Solomon,  and  him  alone.  The  context,  you  will 
say,  proves  it  beyond  dispute.  And  if  Pius  IX.  or  St. 
Alphonsus  were  to  contend  that  these  same  words  were 
spoken  with  reference  to  Christ  Jesus,  the  scripturist  of 
the  branch  church  would  cry  out  that  Rome  brings  in  un- 
warrantable corruptions — clearly,  since  the  words  imme- 
diately preceding,  "He  shall  build  a  house  to  My  name," 
designate  unmistakably  Solomon  and  no  other;  and  the 
words  that  follow  immediately,  "  if  he  commit  iniquity,  I 
*  Acts  viii.  30.  f  2  Kings  vii,  14. 
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will  correct  him,"  make  it  a  blasphemy  to  apply  the  text 
to  the  Son  of  God.  So  the  critic  might  have  argued,  had 
not  St.  Paul,  under  the  guidance  of  that  Holy  Spirit  that 
points  out  to  the  Church  the  hidden1  truths,  disclosed  to 
us  in  his  letter  to  the  Hebrews,  that  the  words,  "I  shall  be 
to  Him  a  Father,  He  shall  be  to  Me  a  Son,"  were  mitten 
concerning  the  Messias  to  come.* 

Standing,  then,  within  the  pale  of  that  Church  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  overshadows,  carrying  within  us  those  in- 
stincts and  those  habits  of  mind  which  Baptism  engenders, 
and  the  Church  with  her  other  Sacraments  fosters, — not 
walking  alone  (for  woe  to  him  that  is  alone!),  but  with 
Christ's  bride  to  guide  our  footsteps, — we  do  set  ourselves 
to  explore  the  sacred  mines  of  Holy  Scripture,  to  see  what 
thoughts  concerning  Mary  lie  treasured  there — whether  the 
thoughts  that  Holy  Church  has  given  us,  or  the  thoughts 
of  the  accuser. 

10.  And  first  of  all,  brethren,  I  read  concerning  her, 
that  "  she  brought  forth  her  first-born  Son,"f  Jesus — of 
whom,  in  after  years,  the  voice  of  man,  the  voice  of  nature, 
and  the  voice  of  God  testified  that  "This  Man  was  truly  the 
Son  of  God!"J  "The  Word  was  made  flesh" §  in  her  virginal 
womb,  and  therefore  she  is  the  Mother  of  God  as  truly 
and  really  as  any  other  woman  is  the  mother  of  the  child 
she  bears.  This  being  so,  brethren,  what  follows  1  Why, 
trained  as  we  have  been  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  be- 
lieving Mary's  maternity  to  be  a  reality,  not  a  mere  name 

*  Hebrews  i.  5.  f  Luke  ii.  7. 

J  Matthew  xxvii.  54.  §  John  i.  14. 

C 
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— even  as  we  believe  the  body  of  our  Lord  in  the  Eu- 
charist to  be  a  reality,  not  a  mere  word — we  find  it  simply 
impossible  not  also  to  believe  that  Christ,  when  He  made 
her  His  Mother,  decreed  for  her  every  grace  and  privilege 
and  prerogative  that  He  could  give  her.  If,  then,  the 
holy  and  infallible  Church  were  to  teach  me  that  it  was 
an  impossibility  that  Christ  should  give  to  His  Mother  the- 
power  of  helping  man  by  her  prayers,  I  should  of  course 
bow  my  head  to  the  decision,  and  accept  the  mystery  as  I 
accept  the  dogma  of  the  Trinity,  without  understanding  it. 
But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Church  of  Christ  allows  me 
to  follow  on  this  point  the  instincts  of  my  faith — and  not 
only  allows  me,  but  in  the  name  of  God  commands  me,  to 
follow  the  teaching  of  this  inward  guide — then  I  will  go  on 
believing  as  I  have  believed,  that  the  Son  of  God  has  given 
to  His  Mother  every  grace  and  gift  that  the  best  of  sons 
can  give  to  the  worthiest  of  mothers.  And  in  order  to  lift 
up  my  mind  to  becoming  thoughts  on  this  matter,  I  observe 
the  action  of  filial  affection  wherever  it  exists  in  life,  or 
wherever  it  is  described  in  fiction  or  in  history ;  and  still 
as  I  contemplate  I  always  say,  This  is  not  the  reality;  "eye 
hath  not  seen,"  the  heart  of  man  has  never  on  earth  con- 
ceived, the  great  things  which  the  Son  of  God  has  done  for 
His  Mother,  and  how  He  has  put  forth  the  might  of  His 
right  arm  to  make  her  in  every  way  the  worthy  Mother  of 
God.  And  therefore,  when  I  hear  Bethsabee  say  to  Solo- 
mon, ie  My  son,  I  desire  one  small  petition — do  not  put  me 
to  confusion  ;"*  and  Solomon  answer,  "  Mother,  ask ;  I  may 
*  3  Kings  ii.  20. 
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not  turn  away  thy  face," — I  say  at  once  this  is  a  lovely 
image — but  O,  how  poor  an  image — of  the  reality,  when 
Mary  stands,  holy  and  immaculate,  and  His  Mother,  before 
the  face  of  her  Son,  and  utters  her  petition,  and  He,  her 
Son  and  her  God,  makes  answer,  "  My  Mother,  ask ;  I  must 
not  turn  away  thy  face"  !  and  certainly,  if  Lucifer,  who 
does  mount  up  at  times  and  stand  among  the  children  of 
God,  could  ever  see  Christ  Jesus  reject  the  pleading  of  His 
Mother's  countenance,  that  moment  would  be  a  triumph 
for  Lucifer,  and  great  confusion  for  Holy  Mary.  But  the 
thought  is  simply  a  horrible  impossibility.  And  so  again, 
when  I  see  the  great  eastern  monarch  Assuerus  spring 
from  his  throne  and  run  to  Esther,  and  say  to  her,  "  What 
is  thy  petition,  Esther  ?  The  law  is  not  for  thee,"*  I  say 
to  myself,  it  is  a  graceful  type;  but  O,  what  a  mere 
shadow  of  the  great  reality — of  the  ineffable  and  infinite 
contentment  with  which  our  Blessed  Saviour  says  to  Mary, 
"  What  is  thy  petition  1  The  law  is  not  for  thee"  !  No, 
the  law  is  not  for  her,  brethren,  as  Mother  of  God — so 
the  faith  that  is  in  me  tells  me.  She  ought  to  have  a 
privilege  that  goes  beyond  laws  and  the  ordinary  rules  of 
Divine  providence :  she  ought  to  be  indulged  as  a  mother. 
And  if  Christ  said  even  to  His  Apostles,  "  Amen,  amen,  I 
say  to  you,  He  that  believeth  in  Me,  the  works  that  I  do 
he  also  shall  do ;  and  greater  things  than  these  shall  he 
do  ;"f  what  will  He  say  to  His  Mother?  This  then,  I  say,  is 
the  conclusion  that  my  reason,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Church,  would  come  to — that,  being  Mother  of  God, 
*  Esther  v.  3,  and  XT.  13.  f  John  xiv.  12. 
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she  ought  to  have  every  prerogative  that  can  be  hers ;  and 
among  the  rest,  the  great  prerogative  of  helping  man  to 
win  his  place  in  heaven  near  his  God. 

11.  Yes,  I  should  expect  to  find  that  some  revelation 
had  been  made  to  her,  or  to  others  concerning  her,  that 
would  prove  that  God  had  given  her  every  good  gift.  I 
search  then,  brethren,  and  do  I  not  find  my  conclusions 
borne  out  ?  Was  not  such  a  word  revealed  to  her  ? 
We  know  it — for  happily  the  word  that  was  whispered 
in  her  ear  has  since  been  preached  to  us  all  from  the 
house-top — we  know  it,  that  when  the  fulness  of  time  was 
come — in  the  hour  when  the  eternal  Son  of  God  was  to 
become  her  Son,  the  ever-blessed  Trinity — Father  and 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost — sent  to  her  a  messenger  to  say  to 
her  in  Their  name,  "  Hail,  full  of  grace!"  And  this  word, 
brethren,  too,  like  every  word  that  cometh  from  the  mouth 
of  God,  we  believe  to  be  a  great  reality ;  and  this  word 
that  comes  from  heaven  to  Mary  we  accept  most  rever- 
ently; and,  under  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Church  and  of 
the  Divine  Spirit,  we  study  it,  and  we  see  that  it  ratifies  and 
sets  a  seal  on  our  conclusions,  and  declares  to  us  that  God 
has  given  to  His  Blessed  Mother  every  grace  befitting  her. 
Therefore,  if  man  tells  me  that  she  cannot  help  the  poor 
sinner  to  his  salvation,  I  utterly  reject  the  fable,  because, 
were  this  true,  there  would  be  one  great  grace  withheld 
from  the  Mother  of  God;  for  we  know  that  it  is,  of  all 
divine  works,  the  most  divine  to  work  along  with  God  our 
Saviour  for  the  salvation  of  lost  man.  And  if  the  adver- 
sary contend  that  there  is  110  warrant  in  Scripture  for  say- 
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ing  that  Mary  can  hear  the  sinner's  prayer,  I  answer,  Yes, 
there  is  warrant  and  proof,  "  heaped  up  and  pressed  down, 
and  flowing  over ;"  for  it  is  written  that  the  angel  of  God 
shall  sound  his  trumpet  in  heaven,  and  that  the  sound  shall 
reach  the  dead  bones  even  of  the  coldest  atheist,  wherever 
they  lie  buried,  either  in  the  bosom  of  the  earth  or  the 
depths  of  the  sea.  If  God,  then,  has  power  to  make  a 
voice  from  heaven  heard  by  the  buried  dead  here  below, 
so  has  He  power  to  make  the  cry  of  the  banished  child  of 
Eve  reach  the  Mother  of  God  in  heaven ;  and  if  He  has 
the  power  to  do  it,  He  does  it,  for  she  is  His  Mother,  and 
full  of  every  grace. 

12.  But,  brethren,  for  a  moment,  if  it  be  possible,  cast 
yourselves  into  a  hideous  dream,  a  terrible  nightmare,  and 
fancy,  if  you  can,  that  the  Anglican  is  uttering  a  truth — 
that  Mary  does  not  hear  us  nor  help  us ;  that  we  have  been 
deluded.  In  this  case,  what  are  we  to  say  for  ourselves  V 
I  search  and  seek,  brethren,  and  I  find  our  Lord  saying 
by  the  mouth  of  His  prophet  to  His  people,  "  Come  and 
accuse  Me  ;"*  and  most  humbly  and  reverently  I  do  dare  to 
speak  to  my  Saviour,  even  as  Abraham  was  bold  enough 
to  plead  with  his  Creator;  and  I  say,  "O  Lord,  ever-blessed, 
Thou  knowest  all  things.  Nothing  was  ever  hidden  from 
Thy  eyes.  The  future,  as  the  present  and  the  past,  is 
always  before  Thee ;  and  the  night  and  the  secrets  of  our 
hearts  are  all  as  the  noonday  in  Thy  sight.  If  then,  O 
Lord,  Thy  Church  and  her  Saints  have  gone  astray,  and 
have  unduly  and  unwarrantably  and  wickedly  exalted  Thy 
*  Isaias  i.  16. 
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Mother,  and  put  their  trust  in  her,  then,  O  Saviour,  mer- 
ciful and  compassionate,  why  didst  Thou — knowing  all 
that  was  to  come,  and  knowing  of  what  we  are  made  and 
the  leaning  of  our  hearts — why  didst  Thou  decree  that  a 
woman  should  be  Thy  Mother,  and  full  of  grace  T  Sup- 
pose for  an  instant,  brethren,  that  this  fearful  saying  of 
Anglicanism  were  true,  and  that  we  were  honouring  un- 
duly the  Mother  of  God,  how  easily  might  our  Blessed 
Saviour  have  prevented  all  this  inordinate  homage !  for 
might  He  not  in  His  wisdom  have  planned  and  contrived 
an  Incarnation  more  according  to  the  mind  and  heart  of 
Anglicanism,  in  which  there  should  have  been  no  Blessed 
Virgin  ?  Or  might  He  not  easily  have  taken  care  to  say 
some  word  or  to  do  some  act  that  might  make  it  clear  to 
all  those  His  faithful  servants  that  were  to  come,  that  the 
Doctors  of  Anglicanism  teach  a  truth  when  they  tell  us 
it  is  wicked  to  pray  to  the  Mother  of  God,  and  put  our 
hope  in  her  ?  This,  my  brethren,  is  the  argument  we  urge, 
and  urge  with  great  force,  in  establishing  from  Scripture 
the  doctrine  of  the  Blessed  Eucharist.  We  contend  that  it 
would  have  been  easy  for  our  Lord,  when  He  saw  that  the 
Jews  were  scandalised  at  the  words  He  had  uttered,  "My 
Flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  My  Blood  is  drink  indeed,"*  to 
remove  the  scandal  and  keep  them  all  near  Him,  by  utter- 
ing one  word  of  Calvinism ;  and  because  He  did  not  utter 
that  word,  but  added  weight  and  strength  to  His  former 
solemn  announcement,  we  believe  and  contend  that  He 
meant  His  words  to  convey  to  the  mind  of  man  their  full 
*  John  vi.  SG. 
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force.  If  our  most  merciful  Saviour  could  save  us  from 
impiety  by  a  warning,  and  does  not  give  that  warning,  how 
could  He  fearlessly  challenge  us  and  say,  "  What  is  there 
that  I  ought  to  do  more  for  My  vineyard,  and  have  not 
clone  it?"  Well,  brethren,  search  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
and  say  do  you  find  any  thing  written  to  warn  you  that 
you  must  not  lay  too  much  stress  on  Mary's  maternity ; 
that  you  must  not  argue  from  the  conduct  of  Solomon  or 
Assuerus,  or  any  man  on  earth ;  that  you  must  not  expect 
to  see  her  have  privileges  above  measure  1 

I  know  of  no  such  word ;  but  I  do  know  of  words  that 
are  written  which,  to  those  who  have  eyes  to  see  and  ears 
to  hear,  do  reveal  very  clearly  that  it  is  the  will  of  the  Di- 
vine Son  to  honour  His  Mother  and  give  her  a  mother's 
happy  privileges  in  season  and  out  of  season,  and  beyond 
law  and  measure,  and  make  her  in  every  sense  the  Mother 
of  God,  and  full  of  grace.  For  is  it  not  written  that  at  His 
very  first  coming  upon  earth,  while  yet  His  long  term  of 
silent  preparation  was  not  even  properly  begun, — while  He 
was  still  unseen  by  human  eye,  an  unborn  infant  in  His 
Mother's  womb, — He  worked  a  wonder  of  mercy,  the  first 
of  His  miracles  of  mercy,  a  miracle  out  of  time,  a  miracle 
that  went  beyond  all  expectation,  a  miracle  that  set  aside  the 
decree  that  reigned  supreme  since  the  days  of  Adam's  fall, 
a  miracle  that  outstripped  the  laws  of  nature, — giving;  super-  "Behold,  as 

soonasthe-voic< 

natural  life  to  John  the  Baptist  before  he  was  ushered  into  ^JwidSi 
the  natural  life  of  man?     Well,  brethren,  this  stupendous  £ntTmy e * 

v  f>  T  .  womb  leaped 

prodigy  ot  power  and  mercy  was  just  such  a  wonder  as  for  joy"  (Luke 

i  44) 
an   initiated  soul   or  an  angel   might   in   a   holy   dream 
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imagine  the  Son  of  God  to  work  to  please  His  Mother,  to 
do  honour  to  His  Mother,  that  thus  she  might  be  seen 
to  do  greater  things  than  He  would  do  when  she  was 
not  there.  And  so  it  is  written — for  the  inspired  chronicler 
was  commanded  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  leave  it  on  record, 
that  every  man  in  after  ages  might  read  it  and  know  it — 
that  the  sanctification  of  John  the  Baptist,  out  of  all  time 
and  natural  order,  was  wrought  at  the  sound  of  the  voice 
of  the  Mother  of  God.  How  easily  might  the  Holy  Spirit 
have  suppressed  that  line  of  Scripture  had  the  all-seeing 
God  been  anxious  to  preserve  His  much-loved  bride  the 
Church  from  what  the  accuser  calls  our  Mariolatry,  our 
Marian  system,  our  wicked  worship  of  Mary  !  This,  then, 
Jesus  did  in  His  infancy ;  this  was  the  first-fruits  of  His 
mission  on  earth.  Afterwards  He  grew  in  grace  and  wis- 
dom ;  but  did  He  afterwards  in  any  way  modify  what  He 
had  done  ?  Did  He  do  any  thing  to  correct  the  impression 
sure  to  be  made  on  futurity  by  that  first  act  of  His  infancy? 
No,  brethren ;  but,  on  the  contrary;  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Blessed  Eucharist,  when  He  saw  that  His  words  scanda- 
lised, He  repeated  them,  and  added  that  solemn  word, 
"  Amen,  I  say  to  you,  Except  you  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son 
of  Man,  you  shall  not  have  life  in  you,"*  to  give  them  firm- 
ness and  an  everlasting  stability;  so  when  He  came  to 
His  maturity  He  said  Amen  to  what  He  had  done  in 
infancy,  to  make  men  know  and  understand  that  Mary  is 
in  very  truth  Mother  of  God,  and  full  of  grace.  For  when 
once  more  in  manhood  He  was  beginning  life — now,  again, 
*  John  vi.  54. 
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not  by  chance,  but  acting  on  a  premeditated  and  eternal 
plan  —  He  assigned  His  first  miracle,  the  first-fruits  of  His 
harvest  of  mercies,  to  His  Mother;  and  not  only  that, 
but  to  make  His  design  more  evident,  before  He  worked  "The  Mother 

of  Jesus  saith 


the  wonder  of  Canaan  He  uttered  a  word  —  prepared  also  *°  Him 

have  no  wine 

from  all  eternity,  —  He  said  to  her  —  and  at  the  same  time  (John  "•  ®- 

decreed  that  what  He  whispered  to  her  should  be  preached 

from  the  house-tops  —  He  said  to  her,  "  My  hour  is  not  yet 

come."*     The  man  who  dwells  among  the  tombs,  the  man 

who  has  not  the  life  and  light  of  Holy  Church  within  him, 

the  man  who  has  eyes  that  see  not,  reads  these  words,  and 

yields  to  the  foul  imagination  that  Jesus  was  reproving 

Mary.     But  the  child  of  the  Church  of  Christ  Jesus,  the 

child  whom   the  Holy  Spirit  teaches,  reads,  and  under- 

stands that  Christ  wished  all  men  to  know  that  the  law  is 

not  for  His  Mother  ;  that  whether  His  time  be  come  or  not, 

when  she  asks,  He  never  will  turn  her  face  away.     How 

easy  a  thing,  brethren,  I  say  again,  would  it  have  been  for 

the  Holy  Spirit  to  secure  that  the  Evangelist  should  not 

pen  that  line,  so  sure  to  influence  the  expectations  of  after 

ages,  if,  as  the  accuser  tells  us,  to  expect  great  help  from 

Blessed  Mary  is  a  folly  and  a  crime  ! 

13.  And  now,  brethren,  let  us  search  once  more  and 
see  what  we  can  find  in  Holy  Scripture  to  lay  up  in  our 
hearts  concerning  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord,  the  ever- 
blessed  Mother  of  God. 

The  messenger  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity  had  said  to 
her,  "  Hail,  full  of  grace  !"  and  now  he  said,  "  The  Lord  with  thee." 
*  John  ii.  4. 
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is  with  thee."  And,  brethren,  be  sure  of  it,  while  you 
ponder  on  those  words,  angels  of  heaven  would  sing  around 
you,  if  you  would  hear  them, "  Sursum  corda."  High,  and 
higher  still— as  high  as  your  hearts  and  thoughts  can  soar 
— let  them  ascend,  to  conceive  and  picture  the  perfect 
companionship  between  the  Son  and  the  Mother  that  is 
implied  in  these  words,  "  The  Lord  is  with  thee."  Once 
and  for  ever  He  gives  Himself  to  thee.  "  The  Lord  is 
with  thee,"  and  shall  be  with  thee  in  every  way  in  which 
He  can  be  with  thee.  He  will  live  in  thy  memory ;  for 
tliou  never  shalt  forget  thy  Son,  thy  God.  He  will  be 
with  thy  understanding,  giving  light ;  and  thy  God  shall 
be  thy  everlasting  study.  He  will  be  with  thy  heart, 
setting  it  on  fire ;  and  He  shall  be  its  portion  for  ever. 
He  will  be  with  thy  will,  giving  it  power  and  an  undying 
firmness  to  persevere  till  all  is  consummated,  for  thou  art 
the  handmaid  of  thy  God  for  ever  and  for  ever.  The  Lord 
is  with  thee,  Mother  of  God,  and  thou  art  with  Him ;  and 
because  He  is  with  thee  thou  seest  Him  and  knowest  Him 
4i  as  He  is  in  Himself,"  and  therefore  art  thou  made  most 
like  to  Him  (1  John  iii.  2),  the  most  perfect  created  copy 
of  the  uncreated  loveliness  of  thy  Son.  His  image  is 
stamped  on  thee  every  where.  The  features  of  thy  Child, 
Blessed  Mother,  are  like  to  thine,  and  so  are  all  the  fea- 
tures of  thy  soul  and  every  movement  of  thy  body  copies 
of  His  perfection.  Thy  destiny,  Holy  Mary,  is  to  be  in  all 
things  conformed  to  thy  Divine  Son.  Henceforth  you  shall 
be  two  in  one :  God  has  joined  the  Mother  and  the  Son ; 
why  should  man  vainly  endeavour  to  separate  ?  As  in  the 
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early  ages  of  the  Church,  the  watchmen  of  its  sheepfold 

knew  at  once  when  the  destroyer  was  near  whenever  they 

heard  a  false  teacher  trying  to  separate  or  divide  Christ 

Jesus   into    two    persons,    so    now    we    may   be    sure   of 

it,  that  any  word  that  goes  to  separate  Jesus  and  Mary 

•comes  from  the   father   of  lies   and   nowhere  else.     For 

observe  the   prophecy,  brethren  ;    it  is   only  a  little  en- 

largement or  development  of  the  archangel's  words.     He 

had  said  to  Mary,    "The   Lord   is    with   thee."      A  few 

months  later  she  stood  in  the  Temple  with  her  Child  in 

her  arms,  and  the  just  man  that  had  so  long  waited  for 

her  to  come  with  that  Child,  took  Jesus  from  her  arms 

and  spoke  the  prophetic  words  that  the  Holy  Ghost  com- 

manded him  to  utter,  and  said,  "  This  Child  is  set  for  the 

resurrection  and  the  fall  of  many,  and  for  a  sign  which  shall 

be  contradicted."*    This  word  he  spoke  of  the  Child  ;  and  he 

added  to  the  Mother,  "and  thy  own  soul  the  sword  shall  "Thy  own  soul 

a  sword  shall 


pierce,  that  out  of  many  hearts  thoughts  may  be  revealed."  $e 
Weigh  each  word  well,  brethren,  and  wonder  how  men  can 
.search  the  Scriptures  and  after  reading  these  prophetic  * 
warnings  strive  still  to  separate  Jesus  and  Mary.  Does 
not  the  Anglican,  who  asks  us  for  peace-sake  to  give  up 
•our  devotion  to  our  Lady,  hear  what  the  old  man  Simeon 
says?  It  cannot  be;  for  it  is  decreed  —  it  is  foretold  by 
God,  that  the  Son  and  the  Mother  shall,  till  all  is  con- 
summated on  earth,  be  set  up  side  by  side,  sharing  sorrow 
together  as  they  share  all  else,  and  making  conjointly  a 
spectacle  that  all  men  must  gaze  upon,  and,  while  they 
*  Luke  ii.  84. 
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gaze,  reveal  the  thought  of  their  hearts  that  is  to  deter- 
mine their  doom.  Brethren,  some  men  have  said  that 
just  when  death  is  coming  the  whole  scene  of  past  life  is 
spread  out  before  the  mind  of  the  dying  Christian,  and 
that  if  he  can  gaze  without  despairing  he  is  saved ;  but  if 
he  despairs  while  he  gazes,  that  is  the  last  and  final  sin 
that  shall  not  be  remitted.  Whether  this  be  true  or  not, 
we  know  not.  No  traveller  comes  back  to  tell  us  the 
secrets  of  the  last  hour  of  time  and  the  first  of  eternity. 
But  this  we  do  know,  that,  according  to  God's  plan,  the 
Son  of  God  and  His  Mother  have  both  their  place,  side  by 
side,  in  the  Incarnation,  and  man  must  gaze  on  both ;  and 
the  thought  that  he  gives  forth  from  his  heart  must  seal 
his  doom.  Cassar  has  willed  it  otherwise,  I  know.  This 
state-religion  of  England  has  an  incarnation  without  a 
Mother  of  God.  But  this  is  not  God's  decree,  for  His 
angel  said  the  word,  "  The  Lord  is  with  thee ;"  and  to 
the  end  the  Mother  and  the  Son  shall  not  be  parted,  but 
be  found  side  by  side,  as  they  were  when  Simeon  spoke  the 
prophecy. 

14.  The  Lord  is  with  thee,  Mary ;  and  this  word,  bre- 
thren, is  the  answer  to  one  of  those  wily  war-cries  which 
the  enemy  of  God  and  men  has  taken  care  to  render 
popular.  You  have  all  heard  it ;  you  have  heard  men  say 
flippantly,  triumphantly,  as  if  they  were  speaking  a  dogma, 
that  there  is  but  one  Mediator;  and  therefore,  they  ar- 
gue, if  Jesus  is  the  Mediator,  Mary  cannot  be  a  mediator; 
and  hereupon,  brethren,  they  are  wont  to  turn  pale  and 
grow  scandalised,  and  rend  their  garments,  because  they 
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find  in  our  Roman  books  that  she  is  called  the  Mediatrix. 
Yes,  brethren,  it  is  true  she  is  called,  and  she  is,  the  Media- 
trix ;  and  if  a  man  will  but  listen  to  Gabriel's  words,  "  The 
Lord  is  with  thee,"  he  will  understand  that,  of  necessity, 
if  Jesus  is  a  Mediator,  Mary  must  be  a  mediator.  There ! 
the  accusers  cry,  "What  more  do  we  need  of  witnesses? 
You  have  heard  the  blasphemy," — so  clearly  against  the 
word  of  God — which  teaches  that  Christ  is  the  one  Media- 
tor !  Well,  brethren,  let  us  at  once  and  for  ever  understand 
this  mystery.  Christ  is  the  one  Mediator ;  but  He  is  also 
the  one  Messias,  the  one  Victim,  the  one  Priest,  the  one 
who  is  alone  good,  the  one  only  God.  But  if  He  be  the 
one  Messias,  does  He  lock  up  in  Himself  the  commission  to 
teach ;  or  does  He  say  to  man,  "  As  My  Father  sent  Me,  I 
send  you"  ?*  Again,  He  is  the  one  Victim ;  but  if  He  be 
so,  does  He  insist  on  carrying  His  cross  alone,  and  dying 
alone — or  does  He  share  Mount  Calvary  with  man  ?  And, 
to  utter  one  name  in  particular,  did  Mary,  or  did  she  not, 
share  the  Passion  of  her  Son  ?  Was  there  a  wound  on  the 
Body  of  her  Son  that  could  not  be  found  on  her  heart — 
was  there  one  of  His  sorrows  that  was  not  reproduced  in 
her  ?  Again,  brethren,  Jesus  is  the  one  holy  Priest.  Then 
has  He,  as  He  well  might  have  done,  jealously  reserved 
for  Himself  all  the  priesthood?  or  did  He  say  to  man, 
"Whose  sins  you  forgive,  they  are  forgiven" ?f  And  on 
that  night  of  ineffable  mercies,  when  by  a  word  He  brought 
into  being  a  new  creation — His  own  Divine  Eucharistic  life, 
with  all  its  prodigies — did  He,  as  He  so  justly  might  have 
*  John  xx.  21.  t  John  xx.  23. 
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done,  reserve  for  Himself  alone  that  act  of  a  God,  and  pro- 
claim that  man  should  die  the  death  if  he  dared  to  stretch 
out  his  hand  to  usurp  the  office  that  was  His  ?  No,  bre- 
thren ;  for  He  said  to  the  fishermen,  "  You  are  My  friends."* 
He  said,  "  All  things  whatsoever  I  have  heard  from  My 
Father  I  have  made  known  to  you."  He  said,  "  Do  ye 
this  in  memory  of  Me." 

Again,  brethren,  Jesus  is  the  one  alone  who  is  good 
and  holy  and  most  high, — "  Tu  solus  altissimus,  Tu  solus 
sanctus."  Well,  and  does  He  stand  isolated  and  alone,  and 
never  share  His  sanctity  ?  or  does  He  say  to  man,  "  I  am 
the  Vine,  you  the  branches  ;f  we  are  one,  the  life  within 
us  is  one ;  the  fruit  T  bear,  the  same  you  bear ;  My  sanctity 
is  yours"?  Lastly,  Jesus  is  the  one  God.  And  does  He 
keep  to  Himself  His  divinity;  or  is  that  true  which  the 
children  of  the  Church  believe,  that  He  became  man  that 
man  might  become  a  sharer  of  God's  divinity?  The  adver- 
saries forget  themselves :  their  ideal  of  the  Incarnation  is 
a  monstrous  disfigurement,  and  their  idea  of  God  is  equally 
false  and  calumnious.  They  picture  to  us  a  God  standing 
alone,  as  if  He  were  selfish  ;  but  our  Blessed  Lord  rejects  the 
slander,  and  proclaims  that  "  God  is  charity,":):  and  must 
therefore  give  whatever  He  can  give.  And  in  fact,  did  He 
not  say  to  man,  "All  I  have  is  thine"  ?§  If,  then,  out 
of  necessity,  constrained  by  His  charity,  He  must  share- 
all  with  men, — how  if  He  be  the  one  Mediator  ?  shall  not 
His  Mother,  then,  be  also  a  mediator?  Is  this  one  office  a 

*  John  xv.  14,  15.     Luke  xxii.  19.  f  John  xv.  5. 

J  1  John  iv.  8.  §  Luke  xv.  31. 
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thing  He  will  not  share  ?  If  she  were  not  the  Mediatrix,  it 
would  be  a  clear  proof  that  He  is  no  mediator,  since  all 
that  is  His  is  hers.  I  say  then,  brethren,  that  most  cer- 
tainly if  Christ  be  living  in  heaven  to  intercede  for  man, 
it  follows  that  Blessed  Mary  must  be  also  living  in  heaven 
to  intercede  for  man.  Every  time  the  heart  of  the  Son  of 
God  pleads  for  mercy,  Mary's  heart  must  beat  and  throb 
with  the  self-same  yearnings  for  mercy.  Every  time  the 
eye  of  Christ  Jesus  is  raised  to  appeal  for  mercy,  the  eye 
of  His  Blessed  Mother  must  reflect  that  tender  petition  for 
mercy.  Every  time  the  lips  of  Jesus  say,  "  Father,  forgive 
them,"  the  lips  of  Mary  must  of  necessity  echo  the  very 
same  words,  "  Father,  forgive  them ;"  for  they  are  "  two  in 
one."  The  angel  said  it,  "  The  Lord  is  with  thee,"  Mary. 
Brethren,  let  me  once  more  say  it.  Our  Blessed  Saviour 
asks  us,  "  What  could  I  do  more  for  My  vineyard,  and  have 
not  done  it  ?"  Surely,  brethren,  we  might  answer,  that  if 
the  long  line  of  our  Catholic  saints  have  been  misled,  and 
have  misled  us  into  an  unholy  devotion  to  Mary,  the  evil 
could  easily  have  been  prevented  if  some  warning  word 
had  been  left  on  the  sacred  pages,  to  teach  us  not  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Lord  is  with  her  so  perfectly ;  and  if  Simeon 
had  not  been  permitted  to  speak  that  prophecy,  that  both 
shall  stand  side  by  side,  that  out  of  many  hearts  thoughts 
may  be  revealed.  For  these  words  teach  us  what  is  going 
on  in  the  bosom  of  the  Church  and  out  of  it ;  they  tell  us 
that  the  Catholic  heart  must  reverence  and  love  botli 
Mother  and  Son ;  that  the  withered  heart,  separated  from 
life  and  unity,  shall  cavil  either  against  the  Son,  or  the- 
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Mother,  or  both,  according  as  the  father  of  all  heresy  in- 
spires. 

15.  And  there  yet  remains,  my  brethren,  for  us  to 
think  upon  one  other  word  that  Gabriel  spoke  to  Mary. 
He  had  said,  «  Hail,  full  of  grace !"  he  had  said,  "  The 

^or^  ™  w^^  t*iee '"  ^ie  11OW  sa^>  "  Blessed  art  thou  amongst 
women."  Blessed  amongst  women!  Why  blessed?  how 
blessed?  Have  we  not  it  prophesied  that  the  sword  is  to 
pierce  her  soul  ?  Wherein  is  she  blessed,  brethren  ?  Men 
would  not  call  her  blessed.  It  is  not  flesh  and  blood  that 
teaches  us  to  call  her  blessed ;  it  is  the  decree  of  God  that 
makes  all  generations  call  her  blessed.  It  is  a  revelation  to 
us  that  this  Mother  of  Sorrows  is  the  blessed  among  women. 
See  her,  brethren,  on  the  day  in  which  she  came  into  pos- 
session of  her  birthright ;  for  it  was  her  great  birthright 
to  share  the  sorrows  of  her  Son.  He  came  to  suffer,  and 
all  that  was  His  was  hers.  See  her,  then,  where  she  stands 
watching  till  all  is  consummated  on  Calvary.  Now,  I 
pray  you,  ask  mankind  if  she  ought  to  be  there, — if  by  all 
law  the  Mother  ought  not  to  be  taken  away  perforce  while 
her  Son  undergoes  His  torments.  And  let  man  search  the 
Scriptures  on  this  point  too,  and  what  does  he  find  ?  Why, 
brethren,  that  the  tender  providence  of  our  Creator,  in  the 
book  of  Deuteronomy,  lays  down  this  law  for  man  :  "  If 
thou  find  as  thou  wralkest  on  the  way  a  bird's  nest  on  the 
tree  or  the  ground,  and  the  dam  with  her  young,  thou 
shalt  not  take  her  with  her  young,  but  shalt  let  her  go, 
keeping  the  young  which  thou  hast  caught."*  How  then, 
*  Deuter.  xxii.  G. 
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brethren,  does  our  Creator,  who  cares  for  the  sparrow  and 
the  raven,  forget  to  watch  over  the  blessed  amongst  women, 
the  Mother  of  God  ?  Why  are  not  men  commanded  to  let 
her  go,  and  not  to  carry  cruelty  beyond  all  bounds,  by  cru- 
cifying the  Son  in  His  Mother's  sight?  Brethren,  men 
cannot  give  the  answer ;  but  the  archangel  gives  it,  when 
he  utters  that  word,  "Blessed  art  thou  amongst  women." 
It  is  because  she  is  the  blessed  among  women  that  she  is 
to  stand  on  Calvary.  For  what  is  Calvary? 

Calvary,  brethren,  is  the  second  Garden  of  Eden.  The 
hour  is  come.  There  is  to  be  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth — a  new  creation ;  but  first  the  great  battle  must  be 
fought  that  is  to  end  the  story  of  the  old  world.  Calvary  is 
the  new  Garden  of  Eden ;  and  because  there  was  a  tree  of 
life  and  knowledge  in  Eden,  there  must  be  a  tree  of  life  and 
knowledge  on  Calvary.  And  the  second  Adam,  you  see,  is 
here ;  and  He  falls  asleep  in  this  Paradise,  because  the  first 
Adam  slept  in  Eden.  And  mark  as  He  sleeps  in  death,  the 
men  who  have  no  mercy  come  with  their  bludgeons  to  break 
the  bones  of  the  three  malefactors';  and  they  strike  their 
heavy  blows  unsparingly,  and  break  the  knees  of  the  one  on 
the  right  and  the  one  on  the  left ;  but  they  never  lift  their 
hands  to  break  the  knees  of  Jesus.  What  is  the  reason,  bre- 
thren ?  Is  it  that  they  grow  pitiful,  or  reverence  the  lifeless 
corpse  ?  Alas,  on  that  day  there  was  no  pity,  no  reverence 
for  the  Man  of  Sorrows.  No;  but  there  was  a  decree 
from  the  beginning  that  they  should  not  break  His  bones, 
but  must  open  His  side,  because  He  was  the  Adam  of  the 
new  world,  and  the  side  of  the  first  Adam  had  been  opened. 

D 
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Well,  brethren,  if  Calvary  be  Eden,  and  if  the  tree  be 
there,  and  if  the  Adam  be  there,  and  if  Lucifer  and  his 
princes  of  darkness  be  there — what  of  the  woman  ?  If  the 
scene  of  Paradise  is  to  be  reproduced — if  the  struggle  is  to 
be  fought  again — if  the  watchful  eye  of  our  Creator  ob- 
served narrowly  every  detail  of  Lucifer's  triumph  in  Para- 
dise, and  spoke  the  word  that  all  should  be  made  good, 
that  not  an  iota  of  Lucifer's  work  should  be  left  unrepaired 
• — where,  I  ask,  is  the  woman  ?  The  woman  fought  in  the 
"Adam  was  first  battle.  It  was  the  woman  who  did  fight  with  Lucifer. 

not  seduced, 

but  the  woman  The  serpent  never  tempted  the  man.     Satan  never  over- 
being  seduced  i 

trajis^esSon"  came  tne  man»  Lucifer  fought  with  the  woman  and  con- 
'  quered  her :  the  woman  then  became  the  ally  of  Lucifer, 
and  it  was  the  woman  that  prevailed  over  Adam.  Where, 
then,  I  ask,  on  the  new  battle-ground,  is  the  woman? 
What  is  her  part  ?  If  a  woman  do  not  share  in  the  fight, 
then  there  is  one  great  gap  unfilled.  If  a  woman  do  not 
conquer  Lucifer,  there  is  one  great  deficiency  on  the  second 
battle-day.  If,  since  a  woman  prevailed  over  man  by  the 
power  of  her  persuasive  tongue,  and  by  prevailing  worked 
the  ruin  of  mankind,  a  woman  be  not  now  seen  in  the  new 
creation  to  prevail  over  the  second  Adam,  and  to  prevail 
by  her  pleading  and  her  prayer,  and  to  prevail  unto  man's 
salvation,  then  there  is  no  harmony  between  the  scenes. 
There  is  wanting  the  all-wise  economy.  All  is  not  made 
good  and  new.  Study  and  weigh,  brethren,  with  the  light 
of  faith  upon  you,  and  you  will  expect  to  find  somewhere, 
as  you  search,  a  revelation  that  the  woman  is  to  take  part 
in  the  fight  against  Satan,  and  in  his  overthrow,  and  that 
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slie  is  to  have  a  singular  and  most  special  privilege  of  pre- 
vailing over  the  second  Adani  by  her  pleading.  And  do 
we  not  find  this  revelation  1  Was  it  not  prophesied  from 

the  very  beginning,  in  the  instant  of  the  fall  of  man.  "I  "I  will  put  en- 
mities bctweer 
will  put  an  enmity  between  the  woman  and  the  serpent,  theeandthe 

her  seed  and  thy  seed"  ?*  Is  it  not  decreed,  from  the  very 
instant  of  that  melancholy  defeat  in  Paradise,  that  Mary 
shall  stand  on  Calvary  beside  her  Son,  and  be  by  His  side 
as  long  as  the  battle  with  Lucifer  lasts?  Is  not  this 
the  reason  why  men  cannot  let  the  Mother  go,  but  must 
have  her  there  to  suffer  every  torment  of  her  Son  ? 
it  is  precisely  because  she  must  be  with  Jesus  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  that  battle,  that  she  is  the  blessed  among  women. 
Yes,  search  the  Scriptures ;  and  the  more  you  search  with 
God's  light  upon  you,  the  more  clearly  you  see  Mary  stand 
out  as  the  second  Eve.  And  it  is  only  when  you  pene- 
trate this  idea  of  her  that  you  can  properly  read  her  story. 
Mark,  brethren,  an  angel  had  dazzled  the  first  woman,  and 
entirely  seduced  her  heart  by  telling  her  she  was  to  be 

*  Dr.  Pusey,  in  his  work,  seeks  to  destroy  the  force  of  this  prophecy 
concerning  Mary,  by  asserting  that  we  build  our  argument  on  the  words, 
"  she  shall  bruise  thy  head,"  which  he  pronounces  to  be  a  false  reading. 
But  supposing  these  words  erased  altogether,  there  still  remains  a  clear 
foretelling  that  she  is  to  be  the  Eve  of  the  second  warfare,  standing 
beside  her  Son.  bearing  with  Him  the  assaults  of  Lucifer  and  his  ad- 
herents, and  with  Hun  making  war  on  Lucifer.  We  can,  therefore,  do 
without  the  disputed  words.  Still,  however,  whatever  critics  may  gather 
from  manuscripts,  the  argument — that  as  Eve,  and  not  Adam,  was  the 
-one  with  whom  Satan  fought  directly,  so  there  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
second  Eve  a  special  and  direct  victory  over  Satan — is  a  sound  one,  and 
gives  support  to  the  reading  of  the  Latin  Vulgate,  "  she  shall  crush,"  &c., 
and  also  to  that  antiphon  of  the  Church,  "thou  hast  single-handed 
destroyed  all  heresies." 
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great — great  as  God  Himself.  This  was  Satan's  assault, 
and  it  succeeded.  The  first  Eve  fell,  and  betrayed  her 
God.  Now,  brethren,  this  struggle  must  necessarily  come 
on  again;  and  therefore,  when  the  appointed  moment  is 
come,  an  angel  is  bidden  to  say  to  Mary  also  that  she  shall 
be  great — as  great  and  as  near  to  the  Most  High  as  creature 
can  be — near  as  a  mother  to  her  son.  Gabriel  told  her  all 
this ;  and  was  she  dazzled  ?  was  her  heart  seduced  1  Did 
she  fall  away  from  her  God  for  love  of  greatness  ?  Never — 
not  for  an  instant  did  the  eye  of  her  soul  even  glance  at  the 
proffered  prize.  It  was  fixed  on  her  God  to  know  His 
pleasure.  The  good  pleasure  of  her  Creator  was  her  por- 
tion. She  made  her  choice ;  it  was  that  she  might  be  for 
ever  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord.  In  that  hour  the  victory 
of  Lucifer  over  Eve  was  undone ;  and  from  that  hour  the 
second  Eve  has  a  right  to  prevail  with  the  prayers  of  her 
lips,  the  cry  of  her  heart,  the  pleading  of  her  eye  of  mercy 
over  the  second  Adam.  This  must  be  henceforth  her 
Mother's  privilege ;  and  men  must  see  it  and  know  it,  that 
at  her  petition  and  gentle  bidding  He  shall  do — for  He  has 
so  decreed  it — greater  works  of  mercy  than  He  otherwise 
would  do  alone. 

Yes,  she  is  the  blessed  amongst  women.  She  is  the 
woman  long  expected-1- the  woman  of  the  second  crea- 
tion. The  soul  that  is  severed  from  the  fountain  of  life 
sees  not  these  things  and  wonders  why  Christ  Jesus  calls 
Mary,  in  His  solemn  moments,  by  the  name  of  woman ; 
and,  alas,  the  poisoned  mind  taints  every  holy  word,  and 
finds  death  where  life  ought  to  be  found.  The  child  of 
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light  answers  him,  and  bids  him  know  that  Mary's  proper 
and  befitting  name  is  "  woman,"  for  she  is  the  Eve  and  the 
Mother  of  the  living,  the  Mother  of  God,  and  the  Mother 
of  man. 

16.  Yes.  brethren,  the  Mother  of  man.     Search  the  Behold  thy 

Mother ! 

Holy  Scriptures;  and  as  you  search,  if  you  have  eyes  to  see, 
clearer  and  more  clear  the  truth  comes  to  you  that  she 
is  in  very  truth  both  the  Mother  of  God  and  the  Mother 
of  man,  till  at  last  we  see  what  St.  Paul  saw,  that  by  the 
mysterious  scheme  of  the  Incarnation  we  are  verily  and  in- 
deed become  members  of  Christ's  body,  of  His  flesh  and  of 
His  bones.*  Now,  brethren,  if  that  word  can  be  said  by  an 
inspired  Apostle  without  exaggeration,  who  will  be  bold 
enough  to  say  that  the  same  great  mystery  which  makes  , 
us  bone  of  Christ's  bone  and  flesh  of  His  flesh  does  not 
also  necessarily  make  us  children  of  His  Mother?  And 
here,  once  again,  I  argue,  as  I  have  before  argued :  I  turn 
to  our  merciful  Saviour,  as  He  hangs  on  His  cross,  and  I 
conjure  Him  to  bear  with  me  and  suffer  me  to  speak  to 
Him,  and  say,  "  O  Lord  and  Saviour  of  mankind,  let  Thy 
poor  servants  accuse  Thee ;  for  if  it  be  true  that  we  and  our 
fathers  have  erred^in  loving  Thy  Mother  as  if  she  were  ours, 
in  turning  our  eyes  to  her  in  our  necessities,  and  calling  on 
her  by  that  name  of  Mother,  why,  O  Lord,  why  didst  Thou 
in  that  precious  hour,  when  every  word  of  Thine  was  sure 
to  be  remembered  by  men,  and  never  forgotten, — why  didst 
Thou  say  to  man,  <  Behold  thy  Mother  ff  Why  didst  Thou 
bid  Thy  Mother  look  on  man,  and  say  to  her,  i  Behold  thy 

*  Ephes,  v.  30.  f  John  xix,  2G,  27. 
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son'  ?  Or  if  for  Thy  own  good  purposes  it  was  necessary 
that  a  home  should  be  found  for  Blessed  Mary,  yet  why 
was  thy  Evangelist  permitted  to  record  these  words,  so 
sure  to  lead  the  minds  of  men  astray?"  I  know,  brethren, 
that  the  accuser  interposes  here,  and  says  that  we  gene- 
ralise too  much,  and  make  out  that  the  words  Christ  spoke 
to  one  man  apply  to  all  men.  But  no,  brethren ;  alas,  we 
say  not  'so.  Would  it  were  so !  would  that  we  could  think 
that  all  men  are  the  children  of  our  Lady !  But  no ;  for  it 
is  further  written  by  the  commandment  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
that  the  man  to  whom  Jesus  said,  "  Behold  thy  Mother," 
was  u  the  disciple  whom  He  loved ;"  and  these  words  affix 
a  limit  to  our  belief.  We  believe,  as  we  have  been  taught, 
Mary  is  "tiio  that  it  is  only  the  man  whom  Jesus  loves,  and  designs  to 

Mother  of  all 

the  living."  love,  that  He  gives  to  His  Mother  to  be  her  child  ;  and  there- 
fore, if  by  a  sad  chance  we  hear  a  man  who  belongs  to 
those  dear  to  us  proclaim  that  he  does  not  own  Mary  as  his 
Mother,  it  is  in  our  ears  almost  as  if  that  man  was  sounding 
his  own  eternal  death-knell ;  for  we  know  that  ever  since 
Christ  Jesus  uttered  that  word  to  the  disciple  whom  He 
loved,  "  Behold  thy  Mother,"  every  holy  child  of  the  Church 
who  has  aspired  to  be  a  disciple  whom  Jesus  loves,  has, 
with  many  an  ardent  sigh  and  prayer,  called  on  Mary,  and 
besought  her  to  be  his  Mother.  And  I  ask  it,  brethren,  if  all 
this  mind  of  the  Saints  is  a  fond  delirium,  then  why,  in 
His  infinite  mercy,  did  not  our  most  tender  Saviour  forbid 
His  inspired  servant  to  pen  that  record,  that  He  said  to  the 
disciple  of  His  love,  "  Behold  thy  Mother"  ? 

17.  Surely,  brethren,  the  Church  of  Christ  is  justified 


DR.  BUSBY'S  PEACEMAKER.  55 

in  all  her  words  concerning  Mary,  and  has  ample  warrant 
for  calling  her  Mediatrix  and  joint-labourer  with  her  Son 
Jesus  in  the  work  of  man's  redemption, — Mother  of  God 
and  Mother  of  man."  And  they  that  are  scandalised  at  this 
teaching  of  the  Church,  what  are  they  but  witnesses  that 
the  old  prophecy  is  still  true — that  now,  as  in  all  time 
before,  there  is  an  enmity  between  the  woman  and  the  ser- 
pent 1  Alas,  was  it  a  vision  of  this  island  that  John  saw 

when  it  was  shown  to  him  that  the  draff  on  would,  till  the  "He  perse- 
cuted the  wc- 

end,  persecute  the  woman  who  brought  forth  the  man-  ^n^A 
child,  and  pour  out  from  his  mouth  a  torrent,  in  the  hope 
of  carrying  her  away?*  How  is  it  that  men  have  eyes  and 
see  not  that  the  very  same  storm  which  cast  down  in  this 
island  the  images  of  our  Lady  also  overthrew  the  altar  of 
His  Body  and  His  Blood,  and  swept  away  the  image  of 
Christ  crucified  ?  Does  this  not  prove  that  the  war  must 
ever  rage  against  both  the  woman  and  her  seed  ? 

18.  We  have  then  searched  and  found  that  the  Eter- 
nal Trinity  fixed  Their  eyes  on  Mary  when  she  was  still  a 
child  of  this  earth,  and  said  to  her,  "  Hail,  full  of  grace  ; 
the  Lord  is  with  thee.  Blessed  art  thou  amongst  women." 
"We  mark  this,  and  lay  it  up  in  our  hearts,  and  with  the 
light  of  the  Church  upon  us,  we  argue  thus  :  "  If  the  Eter- 
nal Trinity  look  down  from  heaven  to  earth,  and  utter 
this  hymn  to  Mary,  does  Christ's  Church  err  in  teaching  us 
to  look  up  from  earth  to  heaven,  and  reecho,  in  presence 
of  the  Mother  of  God,  the  anthem  which  the  Father  and 
the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  in  one  sweet  harmony,  acl- 
*  Apocalypse  xii.  13. 
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dressed  to  her  ?  If  this  be  all  the  charge  against  us  at  the 
Judgment-seat,  that  we  have  said  to  Mary,  *  Hail,  full  of 
grace ! '  O,  then,  welcome  is  death,  and  thrice  welcome  the 
Judgment;' 

19.  And  now,  brethren,  having  seen  what  our  own 
answer  is  to  be  at  the  Judgment-seat  of  Christ,  nothing 
remains  for  us  to  do  but  to  hope  in  our  hearts  that  our 
accusers  also  may  find  some  plea  for  the  work  they  are 
doing.  And  there  is,  brethren,  one  plea  that  may  serve  them 
well  as  yet ;  for  haply  it  may  be  only  in  ignorance  that  they 
write  against  the  Holy  Mother  of  God.  If  so,  their  case  is 
the  case  of  Saul ;  and  as  our  Blessed  Lord  stopped  short  the 
career  of  Saul  by  showing  Himself  to  him,  and  saying,  "  I 
am  Jesus  whom  tliou  persecutest  ;"*  who  knows  ?  the  hour 
may  also  come  when,  moved  by  the  prayers  of  those  many 
former  friends  who,  having  found  rest,  are  longing  to  bring 
their  old  companions  to  the  haven,  the  Blessed  Mother  of 
God  may  also  stand  revealed  in  her  true  character  before 
the  eyes  of  those  who  now  are  her  persecutors,  and  say  to 
them,  "  Why  persecute  you  me  ?  I  am  Mary  whom  you 
persecnfe."  If  that  happy  hour  do  come;  O  then,  at  the 
Judgment-seat  of  Christ,  these  men,  who  now  are  adver- 
saries, will  shield  themselves  with  that  plea  which  Christ 
our  Saviour  bequeathed  from  His  Cross  to  man,  "  Father, 
forgive  us;  for  we  knew  not  what  we  were  doing."  And 
most  heartily  we  all  respond,  Amen,  amen  ! 
*  Acts  ix.  5. 
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